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Inngangur

Eftir niu ara hlé hoéfst fornleifarannsékn ad nyju
nd i sumar & hinum forna bajarhél i Reykholti i
Borgarfirdi. Rannséknir paer sem byrjad var &
sumario 1987 stédu til 1989, en pa praut fjarmagn.
Vorid 1997 var héradsskdlanum i Reykholti slitio i
sidasta sinn. Hafdi pa verid skélahald par sidan
skélinn var reistur arid 1929. Allt fra peim tima
hafa fornminjar fundist i Reykholti vid ymiss konar
framkvemdir, svo sem byggingu nyrra husa,
lagningu leidslna og skélpréra. begar skélahald
var aflagt 14 fyrir ad finna pessum ségufraega stad
og peim byggingum sem par eru ny hlutverk.
Menntamalaraduneytid hefur haft umsjon med
pessum byggingum og vinnur na ad framtidar-
skipulagi stadarins. Ad pvi mali kemur einnig
Snorrastofa, sem sett var a stofn fyrir nokkrum
arum med pad ad markmidi ad koma a fét freedasetri
sem hefur pad hlutverk ad sinna midaldafraedum i
Reykholti. Snorrastofa hefur nyverio radio sér
forstddumann og er pess venst ad hann, asamt
stjorninni, leggi einhverjar linur um starfsemina &
naestu misserum. Fornleifarannséknin, sem nu er
hafin, er lidur i uppbyggingu stadarins sem
menningarseturs og ségufrags stadar sem ekki
hefur verid négur sémi syndur fram ad pessu.
Rannséknin var gerd & vegum bjédminjasafns
Islands en fjarveiting til hennar kom ur rikissjodi.
Peir sem patt toku i uppgreftinum nd i sumar voru
af ymsum pjédernum. Ad medaltali unnu fjérir
islenskir fornleifafredingar og nemar vid
ranns6knina, pau Gudrun Sveinbjarnardottir
stjornandi uppgraftarins, Guémundur H. J6nsson
aostodarstjornandi, nemivio haskélann i Sheffield
og Gréa Masdoéttir fornleifafreedinemi vid
haskélann i Prandheimi allan timann, og Margrét
Gylvaddttir fornleifafreedinemi vid haskolann i

Stokkhélmi, Agnes Stefansdottir og Sigurdur
Bergsteinsson fornleifafredingar vid Pjodminja-
safn Islands timabundid. Gardar Gudmundsson
fornvistfraedingur vid Pjédminjasafnido kom i
heimsékn i 2 daga, en hann mun greina fre og
pléntuleifar Gr uppgreftinum. Tveir Bretar voru
vio uppgroftinn allan timann, peir Philip I.
Buckland skordyraleifafreedingur, sem stundar
doktorsnam vid haskélann i Umea i Svipjod, og
Derek Watson dyrabeinafraedingur. Pa unnu tveir
danskir fornleifafredinemar fr4 haskélanum i
Kaupmannahofn, peer Jette T. Hansen og Jannie
A. Ebsen, vid uppgroéftinn i 4 vikur. patttaka
dénsku nemanna var lidur i norreenni samvinnu
um verkefnid sem unnid er ad ad koma a. Auk pess
tok pyskur fornleifafredinemi vid haskélana i
Bjorgvin og Bamberg, Natascha Mehler, patt i
uppgreftinum um tima, og kanadiskur fornvist-
freedingur, dr. Cynthia Zutter fra haskélanum i
Edmonton, kom i heims6kn, en hiin mun rannsaka
frjokorn i synum sem tekin hafa verid. Ur sému
synum mun Gardar Gudmundsson rannsaka frae
og plontuleifar, og peir Guémundur og Philip
skordyraleifar. Rannsékn peirra sidarnefndu er
jafnframt profverkefni vio haskolana i Sheffield
0og Umea. Slikar rannsdknir geta varpad ljdsi &
notkun husa, mataraedi og umhverfisbreytingar.
Hallgerdur Palsdéttir sagnfreedinemi vio Haskola
islands vann einnig um tima fyrir rannséknina vid
ad safna ritheimildum & bj6dskjalasafni islands um
husakost i Reykholti & fyrri 6ldum. beaer upp-
lysingar verda notadar til samanburdar vid
byggdaleifar sem finnast vid uppgroftinn og til
viomidunar vid tulkun peirra.

Rannsdknin naut adstodar ymissa adila.
Menntamalaraduneytido Utvegadi hdsnadi i
Reykholti medan & uppgrefti stéd, en bérunn
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Mynd 1: Stadsetning Reykholts.
Fig. 1: Location map for Reykholt.

Reykdal, fyrrverandi skélastjéri par, var fulltrai
raduneytisins 4 stadnum og var okkur innan
handar um ymis praktisk atridi. Hotel Reykholt s&
starfsmonnum fyrir kvéldmat, en auk pess voru
hotelstjorarnir, pau Oli Jon Olason og Steinunn
Hansdottir, bodin og buin ad greida gotu
rannséknarinnar. Séra Geir Waage s6knarprestur
syndi rannsékninni édrepandi ahuga og veitti
margvislega adstod. Jon bérisson, fyrrverandi
kennari vid Reykholtsskéla og abdandi par um
arabil, veitti ymsar upplysingar um 6rnefni og
husakost & stadnum & fyrri timum. Halldér Jénsson
las yfir islenska textann i pessari skyrslu, en Robert
Boyce pann enska. Badir feerou ymislegt i malfari
til betri vegar. Gudrun Hardardottir sa um
endanlegan fragang bradabirgdautgafu pessarar
skyrslu. Kunnum vid 6llum pessum adilum bestu
pakkir fyrir adstodina.

1. Fyrrirannséknir

Fornleifar hafa fundist i Reykholti vid ymiss konar
byggingarframkvaemdir fra 1930 pegar skoélahusid
var byggt, en skipulegar rannséknir héfust fyrst &
gamla baejarsteedinu & arunum 1987 til 1989.

6

Fyrsta fornleifarannsékn i Reykholti mun hafa
verid rannsokn Matthiasar bérdarsonar paverandi
pjédminjavardar arido 1941 & jardégdngunum sem
liggja frd Snorralaug. Géngin héfdu komid i 1jés er
iprottahusio var reistaustan vid skélann arid 1934.
Engin skyrslaer til um pessa rannsékn en henni er
lyst nokkud i bladagrein sem Matthias birti i
Morgunbladinu arid 1947" . EKKi er vitad til pess
ad nokkrir munir hafi fundist i gdngunum vid pessa
rannsékn eda annad pad er nota meetti til ad
timasetja pau. Sumarid 1997 var grafinr;
pverskurdur i géngin rétt sunnan vid ipréttahdsio
til pess ad kanna astand peirra par. Komid var nidur
a vel vardveittan hluta ganganna. bPau eru
nidurgrafin, med grjéthledslum bddum megin og
torfi i uppfyllingu. Grjothledslan var alltad 1,40 m
a haed. Ljost var ad byggt hafdi verid yfir géngin
med trégrind alla leid upp ad ipréttahdsinu arid
1941. Ekki fundust nein merki um upprunalega
yfirbyggingu peirra.

Haustid 1964 komu i 1j6s tveir nidurgrafnir stokkar
er verido var ao grafa fyrir skélpleidslu fra

! Matthias bérdarson 1947.
2 Gudran Sveinbjarnardottir 1997a.
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Mynd 2: Yfirlitsteikning af Reykholti ((r Porkell Grimsson og Gudmundur Olafsson 1988).
Fig. 2: Plan of the Reykholt site showing e.g. location of old farmsite (fornt baejarstaedi) and tunnel (undirgangur)(from

porkell Grimsson and Gudmundur Olafsson 1988).

nybyggingum i Reykholti. Talid var ad um veeri ad
reda vatns- og gufustokka sem lagu fra hvernum
Skriflu (mynd 2). Var aftur komid nidur a
gufugtokkinn vid sams konar framkvamdir ario
1984 . RannsOknir & pessum leifum leiddu i ljés
ad vatnsstokkarnir lagu fra Skriflu i Snorralaug,
en gufustokkurinn I& i att ad beejarh6inum. Ekkert
mannvirki fannst vid enda hans. Helst var talid ad

¢ porkell Grimsson og Gudmundur Olafsson 1988.

hann hefdi verid notadur til ad veita gufu i gufubad.
Arid 1987 héfust enn fornleifarannsoknir i
Reykholti, nd ad frumkvadi og med fjarstyrk fra
menntamalaraduneytinu. Voru gerdir kénnunar-
skurdir sumarid 1987 og fé sidan veitt til tak-
markads uppgraftar naestu tvé sumur. Pvi midur
fékkst ekki fjarmagn til frekari rannsdkna. Var pvi
adeins teept litillega & rannsékn peirra miklu
mannvistarleifa sem er ad finna i gamla
baejarhélnum.



Buskapur var i Reykholti fram & pessa 61d en sidasti
torfbaer par var rifinn arid 1930. Kénnunar-
skurdirnir syna ad liklega hafa bajarhus stadio a
sdmu slédum allt fra upphafi, rétt nordan og austan
vido gamla skoélahasia, milli pess og gomlu
kirkjunnar (mynd 2). Hafa bajarhusin verid
endurbyggd og faerd orlitid til nokkrum sinnum.
Rustir nokkurrabyggingarskeida liggja parna hver
ofan a annarri og oft eru leifarnar brotakenndar.
Medal pess sem grafid var upp voru leifar
gangabeejar fra17./18. 61d, en aldur hans mé helst
deetla med hlidsjon af leirkerabrotum sem unnt var
ad greina og timasetjaA. Gangabeerinn var austan
Vvio pau baejarhuds sem sidast stoou. Lysingar i
Sturlungasdgu geetu bent til pess ad skali s4 sem
parnavar ésdbgum Snorra Sturlusonar hafi stadid
enn austar . Mork fornminja a pessu svadi hafa
verid athugud med prufuskurdum og jaréborunum
0g eru nu nokkurn veginn pekkt.

Einnig var rannsakadur hluti jardganganna sem
liggja fra Snorralaug, en grafio haféi verid nidur a
pau nordan vid iprottahlsio sem stdd austan vid
gamlaskalahusid, pegar Olafur kronprins Noregs
kom i Reykholt til ad gefa Islendingum styttu af
Snorra Sturlusyni. Liggja géngin undir
gangabznum inn a gamla bajarstxdio. Medal
peirra byggodaleifa sem komu i ljés undir
gangabaenum, adur en uppgrefti lauk 1989, var
framhald jardganganna fyrrnefndu, eldstedi og
torfveggir med eldfjallagjésku, hinu svonefnda
landnamslagi. Syni ur uppgreftinum afesams konar
gjésku var greint sem landnamslagio , en pad er
na timasett til 871 AD (+- 2 ér)7. pessir torfveggir
eru pvi gerdir eftir 871-2, en ekki er unnt ad segja til
um pad hversu longu eftir pad. Kolefnis-
aldursgreiningar voru gerdar a vidarkolum og
koluou byggg3 Ur eldstaedinu. Viéarkoligl reyndust
fra8.-10.6ld ,en kornid fra 10. - 12. 6ld .Liklegast
er ad eldstaedid hafi verid i notkun 4 9., 10. eda 11.
6ld. Eini hluturinn sem fannst i pessum I[6gum var
ljosakola ar steini af fornri gerd. Eldstadid liggur &
6hreyfdu og tilheyrir an efa elstu byggd a stadnum.
bessar leifar bida frekari rannsoknar.

4 Gudran Sveinbjarnardéttir 1988. Ibid 1989.

5 Sturlunga sagal, t.d. bls. 456.

¢ Magnus A. Sigurgeirsson jardfraedingur greindi syni ar pessari
gjosku sem landnamslagid, sbr. bréf hans dagsett 3.12.1990.

"Karl Gronvold o.fl. 1995.

8 Radiocarbon measurement Report frA RCD Radiocarbon Datingi
Englandi, dagsett 1.11.1990.

® Hedges o.fl. 1993. Og bréf frd Rupert A Housley, Radiocarbon
Accelerator Unit, Oxford, dagsett 5.11.1992.

2. Markmid ranns6knar 1998

Markmid rannséknar 1998 var tvipatt. Annars
vegar ad ganga Ur skugga um hvada byggdaleifar
leyndust undir ipréttahdsinu sem rifid var adur
en uppgroftur héfst, en vitad var ad par lagu
gbngin fra Snorralaug. NU pegar skélahaldi i
Reykholti er lokid hefur verio akvedio ad taka gamla
skolahusid undir bdka- og skjalageymslu. Fyrir pad
hlutverk parfnast husid storfelldra vidgerda og
endurbyggingar en dzetlad var ad paer framkvemdir
heefust med haustinu. Aformad hafdi verid ad
adgangur flutningabifreida ad hdsinu yraéi par sem
ipréttahdsio stéd. Var pvi mikilveegt ad rannsaka
svaedio &0ur en farid yrai ut i slikar framkveemdir.
Hins vegar la fyrir ad halda &fram rannsokn a sjalfu
bajarstaedinu par sem fra var horfid, opna
uppgraftarsveedin fra 1988 og 1989, steekka pau
0g tengja saman. bessi sveedi héfou verid grafin
mislangt nidur &sinum tima. Aformad var ad koma
peim 6llum nidur & sama uppgraftarplan til ad
audvelda talkun peirra byggdaleifa sem par er ad
finna og tengja 61l uppgraftarsveedin.

Adferdir

Talio er ad beerinn i Reykholti hafi stadid svo til &
sama stad fra upphafi. A bajarstaedinu er pvi ad
finna moérg byggingarskeid, hvert ofan a 6éru,
endurbyggingar og vidgerdir. bad getur verid flokio
aod tulka slikar leifar, en su var einmitt reynslan
eftir rannséknirnar 1988 og 1989. Akvedid var ad
opna staerra sveedi og grafa eftir jarolégum i einu
plani eftir pvi sem unnt veeri. bessari adferd,
svonefndri Harris Matrix a6fer6w, var nu beitt i
fyrstasinn vid rannséknir i Reykholti. bessi adferd
4 ad studla ad pvi ad fa sem réttasta mynd af
innbyrais- og heildarsamhengi mannvistarlaga og
mannvirkja. Hverri einingul var gefid nimer og
var byrjad & namerinu 200 til pess ad haegt veeri ad
koma peim jardlogum og mannvirkjum sem grafin
voru upp Vvid fyrriuppgroftinn i samakerfi. Framan
vid nimerid standa stafir sem gefa til kynna um
hvers konar einingu er ad reeda. CS er notad fyrir
steina, CL fyrir lag, CC fyrir skurd, CF fyrir fyllingu
i skurdi. Hver eining var skrad samkveemt kerfi pvi
sem notad er vid Museum of London" og lyst a
sérstoku eydubladi. HGn var sidan teiknud og
lj6smyndud.

** Harris 1989.
1 Enska ordid ‘context’ sem notad er pegar pessari adferd er beitt er
hér pytt med ordinu ‘eining’. Neer pad jafnt til jardlaga, skurda og

fyllingarlaga.
2 Archaeologocal Site Manual 1994.
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Mynd 3: Yfirlit yfir uppgraftarsveedin.
Fig. 3: A map showing the extent of the excavated areas.

Hnitakerfi var lagt yfir uppgraftarsvedio vid
upphaf rannséknar arid 1987 og voru 6ll jardlog,
mannvirki, fundir og syni mald samkvaemt pvi.
Upphafspunktur kerfisins var nefndur X200, Y100
og settur rétt vid horn gamlaskélahussins. X asinn
haekkar til nordurs og Y asinn til austurs.
Hnitakerfinu var skipt upp i 5 x 5 m reiti fyrir
teikningar til ad audvelda samsetningu peirra i
urvinnslunni. Vegna byggingarframkveemda var
hadarpunktur yfir sj6, sem hafdi verio & stétt vid
gamla skélahusio, feerdur a bolta sem skrafadur
var nidur i stéttina vid nordurhlid inngangs i
Utgarda, suduralmu nyju skélabyggingarinnar.
Minjasvaedid hafdi verid sléttad og reektad sem tan.
Ekki s& méta fyrir neinum byggdaleifum & stadnum
pbegar ranns6kn héfst ario 1987. Yfirbordsmeelingar
med hadarlinum voru pvi ekki framkvaemdar.
Hins vegar héfou uppdrattir med haedarlinum
begar verid gerdir vegna byggingarframkveemda a
stadnhum og vid rannsdknina verda peir notadir.
bPegar mannvirki ur torfi, grjéti og mold eru rifin
eda endurbyggd, getur ordid ur mikill grautur
jarolaga sem erfitt er ad fylgja. Var pvi stundum
gripid til pess rads ad gera sniod til ad atta sig a
jardlagaskipan. bessi blanda adferda reyndist vel
og var i raun naudsynleg vio pessa rannsékn.
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Rannséknarsveedi

Rannséknin sumarid 1998 beindist i upphafi
adallega ad svadinu undir ipréttahdsinu sem var
rifid fyrr um sumarid en par undir var vitad ad
gongin fra Snorralaug liggja. Var petta sveedi, sem
markast ad nordanverdu af veginum sem la um
hladid, nefnt svadi 1l (mynd 3). Eftir ad husid, sem
var timburhas, var rifid purfti ad fjarlegja
steinsteypta stépla sem pad hafdi stadio 4. Kom i
1j6s ad gbngin og veggjabrot sem lagu ofan & peim
voru einu byggdaleifarnar sem vardveittar voru &
svaedinu. A.m.k. tveir steinsteyptir stoplar hoféu
verid settir ofan i gdéngin. Pau voru full af médsku
en lagskipting hennar syndi ad hun hefur lent ofan
i peim &l6ngum tima og i &fdngum. Mdéaskan syndi
stefnu ganganna vel & yfirbordinu &dur en
uppgroftur hofst. Veggir ganganna eru grjothladnir
ogeru édkaflaalltad 1,8 m & haed. Breidd peirravid
botninn erum 70 cm. Ofan & peim og adeins austar
voru tvo samsida hledslubrot sem héfédu sdmu
stefnu og godngin en tengjast peim liklega ekki a
neinn hatt. A£tlunin er ad fylgja gdngunum inn &
beejarsteedid og kanna hvernig pau tengjast
baejarhdsunum. bau liggja i nordvestur fra
Snorralaug, en par sem pau hverfa inn i bakkann
undir vegarstaedid sem parna var virdast pau taka

9



stefnu adeins meira til nordurs og breikka. Ma
hugsa sérad hér sé farid ad sja i tengingu peirravio
baejarhusin. betta verour kannad i naestu afdngum
rannsoknarinnar.

Eins og fyrr segir voru svaedin, sem rannsékud voru
1988 0g 1989, opnud aftur, steekkud og tengd saman.
pau hofdu verid grafin hvert fyrir sig, i &fdngum og
misdjlpt, en pad vard til pess ad erfitt var ad fa
heildarmynd af byggdaleifum & sveedinu og tilka
paer og tengja saman. Unnid var ad pvi i sumar ad
baeta ar pessum annmoérkum. Ollu pessu sveedi
nordan vid veginn var skipt nidur i tvd vinnusveadi
en pau voru adskilin af pipuskurdi sem liggur i
norovestur-sudaustur yfir allt uppgraftarsveedio.
Nordan vid skurdinn var nefnt svaedi IV en sunnan
vid hann svadi V (mynd 3).

Svedi V ner yfir pa fleti sem vid fyrri rannsokn
voru nefndir svaediJ, L og D (mynd 8). A milli peirra
og pipuskurdarins beettist vid litill prihyrningslaga
reitur sem ekki hafdi &dur verid rannsakadur. Byrjad
var & pvi ad grafa sidastnefnda svaedio jafnlangt
nidur og hin sveedin og fundust par byggdaleifar
sem tengja matti mannvirkjum sem pegar hofou
verid grafin upp. Svaedi L, sem rannsakad var &rio
1989, var skemmst & veg komid pegar uppgroftur
hofst, svaedi J naestskemmst en sveedi D lengst. | lok
sumarsins voru allar mannvistarleifar a sveedi V
komnar nidur a sama uppgraftarplan. Ljost er ad
jardgongin fra Snorralaug liggja inn & baejarstaedio
4 pessu svadi. Enn a eftir ad komast nidur ar
nokkru af mannvistarlégum adur en komid verdur
nidur & pau. Um 50 cm eru nidur & efstu steina
jardgangahledslunnar, en padan er um 1,5 m nidur
a botn peirra.

Rannsokn & svadi IV var skemmst 4 veg komin
eftir fyrri uppgroft og var par pvi svo til um
frumrannsékn ad reeda nd i sumar. Pad nédi til
peirra reita sem vid fyrri rannsékn voru nefndir
sveedi H, 1 og E (mynd 8) og markadist ad vestan af
pipuskurdinum fyrrnefnda, en ad austan af skurdi
sem grafinn hafdi verid fyrir grunni fjéss og hl6du
sem parna voru byggd um pad leyti sem skolinn
var reistur. Adeins hafdi verid grafidé nidur a efstu
mannvistarldég & pessu sveaedi arid 1988. Svaedid
var staekkad til austurs ad grunni fyrrnefnds fjéss
og hl6du og kom par fram mikill torfveggur. Minnst
aherslavar 16gd 4 ad rannsaka svadi IV na i sumar.

Framgangur rannséknarinnar

Uppgrofturinn hofst manudaginn 29. juni og st6d
yfir til 13. agust. Vikuna adur en uppgréftur hofst
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hoéfou prju okkar farid eina langa dagstund i
Reykholt til pess ad fylgjast med pvi pegar
skurdgrafa tok steinsteyptastopla, sem iproéttahusid
hafdi stadid &, upp Ur grunninum og hreinsadi
grunninn. begar uppgroftur héfst 14 fyrst fyrir ad
skafa grunninn enn frekar til pess ad ganga ur
skugga um hvada mannvistarleifar leyndust par
og hreinsa uppfyllingu upp ar fyrri upp-
graftarsveedum, steekka pau og tengja saman.
Nordan vid og medfram ipréttahdsinu hefur lengi
legid vegur sem til skamms tima var adalakbrautin
um hladid i Reykholti. Af fyrri ranns6knum var ljost
ad jardgongin fra Snorralaug leegju undir pessum
vegi og ad pad yroi ad fjarleegja hann til pess ad
komast nidur & pau og tengja pau bejarstaedinu.
vegarsteedinu voru einnig ymsar leidslur fra pessari
0ld, baedi rafmagn og simi. Annars konar leidslu-
skurdi er reyndar ad finna vidar a uppgraftar-
svaedinu. bessir skurdir hafa ad sjalfsogou skemmt
fornleifarnar. Til pess ad fjarleegja veginn og
bilasteedi ofan af byggdaleifunum purfti stérar
vinnuvélar i marga daga. Vid petta verk, asamt
steekkun uppgraftarsvaedisins, unnu 7 manns i
meira en viku i upphafi rannséknarinnar.

Mest dhersla var i upphafi 16gd a ad rannsaka
sveaedid undir ipréttahdsinu (svadi I11) og sidan
beina tengingu pess vid baejarstaedid (svadi V) (sja
mynd 3). Midadi pvi verki vel og pannig ad nu er
vitad ad einu byggdaleifarnar sem er ad finna undir
iprottahdsinu eru jardgéngin sem liggja fra
Snorralaug. begar buid var ad ganga Ur skugga um
petta og rannsaka hledslubrotid sem 14 ofan a peim,
var akvedid ad grafa adeins upp nyrsta hluta
jardganganna & pessu svadi. A svadi V midadi
uppgrefti pannig ad nu eru allar mannvistarleifar
par komnar nidur & sama uppgraftarplan.

Minnst aherslavar 16gd a rannsékn a svadi IV fyrr
en undir lokin. A pvi sveedi voru pad pvi mest seinni
tima l6g sem grafin voru upp i sumar. Eldri
byggdaleifar voru ad koma i ljos i lokin og naesta
sumar er vonast til pess ad seemilega heilleg mynd
faist af peim og hvernig paer tengjast byggdaleifum
4 sveedi V.

burrvidri var og gott vedur til uppgraftar pé ad a
timabili veeri nokkud svalt med sterkri
nordaustanatt. Adeins topudust tveir halfir
vinnudagar vegna rigninga. Margir hopar
ferdamanna af ymsu pjéderni heimsottu
uppgroftinn. Einn ar uppgraftarlidinu var atid
tilbdinn til ad segja fra og syna pad sem verid var
ad gera. Meltist pessi pjonusta mjog vel fyrir.



Mynd 5: Hledslubrot (CS213) ofan a jardgdongum. Séa i nordur.

Fig. 5: A wall fragment (CS213) overlying the tunnel. Looking north.

Gengid var pannig fra uppgraftarsvaedinu fyrir
veturinn ad pad var pakid med jardvegsduk og settar
torfpokur par ofan a. Gongin & svadi Il voru hins
vegar fyllt med heybdggum i peirri vonad su fylling
naegi til ad koma i veg fyrir ad pau hrynji i
vetrarfrostunum. Girt var utan um uppgraftar-
sveedid svo ad engum stafadi haetta af peim holum
sem parna hafa verid gerdar og sett upp upp-
lysingaspjold sem segja fra rannsokninni.

Guomundur H.Joénsson:

3. Excavation of area Il — the results of
1998

Previous excavation of the tunnel has revealed that
it runs northwest from Snorralaug towards the farm
site. The first recorded investigation of the tunnel
was carried out by Matthias Pérdarson in 1941 who
was also responsible for the partial reconstruction
of the tunnel (bPérdarson 1947: 5-7). This
reconstruction included a roof construction
supported by a timber frame and a wooden door
facing out towards Snorralaug. It is difficult to

determine the accuracy of this reconstruction in
view of the limited detail presented by bPéréarson
in the conclusions of his research. Further
investigation of the tunnel was carried outin 1989,
1997 and 1998 (Sveinbjarnardottir 1989, 1997; this
report). The excavation of 1989 revealed a portion
of the tunnel just north of the sports hall which
was then still standing. This area was subsequently
covered up and revealed again during the
excavation of 1998. The excavation of 1997 revealed
a portion of the tunnel just south of the sports hall
by Snorralaug. The 1989 and 1997 investigations
revealed that the tunnel had been set into a trench
c. 2.5 m wide. The walls were constructed of dry-
stone walling which had survived upto a height of
1.4 m. The space between the walls was c. 0.7 m.
The walls had been backed up by a mixture of soil
and turf, and the floor within the tunnel was
composed of clay. No evidence was found for any
type of roof structure and no artefacts were found
within the tunnel that might have provided a date
bracket for its period of construction or use. The
passage-way house revealed during the seasons of
1987-1989 lies over the tunnel making it older than
the 17-18" century passage-way house.
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Mynd 6: Jardgongin, séd i sudur a snid PR7.
Fig. 6: Tunnel, looking south towards section PR7.

In 1998, prior to the commencement of the
excavation in July, the sports hall was demolished.
The sports hall had been supported on several
concrete pillars which had been set into pits of
varying depth. Some of these pits had caused
considerable disturbance tothe occupation deposits
in the excavated area. On the basis of previous
research we anticipated that the passage leading
from Snorralaug would be encountered underneath
the sports hall, and this was indeed the case.
Deposits were encountered running northwest
from §hnorralaug towards and under the exposed
17-18  century passage-way house. We also
removed the gravel road running along the north
side of the sports hall and this revealed the portion
of the passage that had been investigated in 1987.
A wooden structure had been built into the passage
to protect it from any subsequent disturbance of
the area, i.e the road. We removed this structure
along with the concrete pillars.

We then cleaned, photographed and recorded the
whole area using the single context recording
system. The deposits encountered formed a spread
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c.4.0mwideand 10.0 mlong. These were numbered
in accordance to the designated context numbering
system (see methodology above). These initial
contexts received the numbers: CC201, CF202,
CF203, CF204, CS213, CF219 and CC235. The
youngest deposits consisted of a cut (CC235)
containing two rows of stones (CS213) and two fills
(CF202 and CF219) (fig. 5). They filled the cut and
surrounded the stones. The lower fill (CF219)
yielded considerable amounts of fragmented
glassware and animal bone (the largest
concentration of bone yet encountered onsite). The
bone seemed to consist of cow and horse although
this has yet to be confirmed. This feature seems to
run almost parallel to the tunnel which was
encountered beneath these contexts. Fig. 4 shows
that stones CS213 diverge slightly away from the
axis of the tunnel (CS215). It would seem that after
the tunnel had been abandoned and backfilled, a
cut was created along roughly the same axis as the
tunnel below. We are uncertain of the original
function of this feature, but it may have been the
foundation of a wall with afill consisting of debris
(glass and bone). Turf fragments were encountered
within the fills of the cut which tends to support
this interpretation. Judging from the finds
associated with this feature, which are difficult to
date, it would seem likely that this feature was in
use somewhere between the 18" and late 19"
century. We found no other features which could
be associated with this feature, and it is likely that
any such association was destroyed when the
sports hall and surrounding buildings were
constructed.

Having excavated the above feature we decided to
investigate only part of the tunnel. We took this
decision on the grounds that the complete
excavation of the tunnel would be costly in time
and expense. We also came to the conclusion that
sufficient evidence regarding its construction, use,
abandonment and dereliction could be gained by
excavating only a portion of the tunnel. We were
also influenced by the fact that no decision had
been made about the future of the site in terms of
preservation, presentation and possible
reconstruction. On the basis of the re-exposed
section of the tunnel investigated in 1987, which
showed the delicate nature of the dry stone walling,
we felt further justified in excavating the tunnel
only partially. We decided to extend the portion of
the tunnel exposed in 1987 further to the southeast,
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Mynd 7: Snid PR7 i gongum & sveedi lll.
Fig. 7: Section PR7 through tunnel in area Ill.

in the direction of Snorralaug. The work done in
1987 had revealed that this part of the tunnel was
immensely disturbed, the eastern wall of the tunnel
having almost completely collapsed. This
disturbance may relate to the visit of Prince Olaf of
Norway in 1947 when a section was put through
the tunnel so that it could be presented to the royal
gaze. We could therefore only hope that the portion
of the tunnel immediately to the southeast of this
disturbed area was in a better state of preservation.
This fortunately proved to be the case.

The next sequence of contexts encountered relates
to the tunnel, its abandonment and dereliction
(CC201, CF203, CF204a, CF204b, CF204c, CS216).
CC201 represents the cut into which the tunnel had
been set. Itisc. 4.0 m wide and filled by the dry
stone walls of the tunnel (CS215), collapsed stone
from the walls (CS216) and numerous deposits that
fill the space between the walls and that lie on top
of the tunnel. We think it possible that the cut for
the tunnel (CC201) is actually a mixture of two cuts,
CC201 and CC235 (the cut for the above mentioned
feature). CC235 may have extended the original
width of the cut for the tunnel making it 4.0 min
total. The width of the cut from previous
investigations is c¢. 2.5 m (see fig. 1 in
Sveinbjarnardéttir 1997) and it seems likely that
this was the original width of the cut for the tunnel.
CF203 and fills CF204a-c represent a portion of the
abandonment phase of the tunnel (see Fig. 6). CF203
included a considerable amount of fire cracked

stone within a siltey clay matrix which had been
deposited onto a large peat-ash deposit which also
included fire cracked stone (CF204a-c). All of these
deposits lay on top of and filled the tunnel, and we
interpreted them as representing seperate dumping
episodes into and onto the tunnel. The presence of
fire cracked stone in these deposits indicates that
they originated within a fireplace. Deposit CF204
is subdivided into 3 sublayers A-C. Sublayer A lies
on top of the tunnel while sublayers B & C fill the
space between the walls of the tunnel. All these
deposits represent the dumping of material into the
tunnel that by this time had been abandoned. We
encountered no dateable finds within these
deposits and therefore found it impossible to date
this phase of abandonment.

Within the northwestern portion of the tunnel
investigated in 1987 we encountered a considerable
deposit of stone (CS216). It lies between the two
walls of the tunnel and seems to represent the
collapse from the eastern wall of the tunnel only
part of which has survived. We are uncertain about
the relationship between this collapse and the
deposits encountered within the southeastern
portion of the tunnel. We think it likely that this
collapse is a mixture of several collapse episodes
the latest of which may have taken place when the
tunnel was exposed in 1947.

We encountered a series of deposits (CF254, CF257,
CF256A & B, CF281, CF280) beneath the series of
peat-ash deposits (CF204A-C). They consist of
greasy red and black layers divided by thin peat-
ash lenses. We sampled these layers in order to
determine their nature and origin. One of the layers
(CF256A) included visible organic remains and
could therefore represent a floor layer (or collapse
from some kind of roof construction ?). This has
yet to be confirmed. It is possible that these layers
represent further dumping episodes which are older
than the dumping episodes described above.
Deposit CF296 was the last layer encountered this
season. We have not excavated it totally, and will
examine it further next season. Although we did
not reach the bottom in this portion of the tunnel,
we did complete the partial excavation of the
northwestern section . We took this decision in view
of the fact that this area was quite disturbed. Our
excavation revealed that the walls of the tunnel had
been set onto a compact, black gravelly deposit
which represents the bottom of cut CC201 into
which the tunnel had been set. It also became
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Mynd 8: Yfirlit yfir uppgraftarsveaedin arid 1989.

Fig. 8: A map showing the extent of the excavated areas at the

apparent that the bottom course of stones in the
walls consisted of large foundation stones, some of
which may have been shaped. The westernwallin
this section of the tunnel reached a maximum height
of 1.8 m. Itistherefore likely that the original height
of the walls exceeded this. On the basis of the depth
needed to reach the bottom of the tunnel in the
northwestern section of the tunnel it seems that a
considerable depth of deposits (upto 50 cm) has
yet to be investigated in the southeastern section of
the tunnel.
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end of the 1989 excavation season.

4. RannsOkn & sveadi IV

Pad sveedi sem i ar hlaut heitid svadi IV ner yfir
fleti E, H og | fra fyrri uppgrefti (myndir 8 og 3) og
framhald peirra til nordurs og austurs. Svaedid var
steekkad og opnad allt Gt ad grunni fjoss og hl6du
sem parna voru reist um pad leyti sem skolinn var
byggour arid 1929. Fj6sio var rifid arid 1967 en
hladan 1983. Sveedi IV takmarkast ad vestan af
pipuskurdi sem liggur i nordvestur-sudaustur yfir
uppgraftarsveedid, og ad austan af skurdi peim sem
grafinn var fyrir grunni &durnefnds fjéss og hlédu
(200) (sja mynd 4).

begar sveedid var opnad arid 1988 komu i ljés tvo
mannvirki sem adeins var grafio nidur a efsta lagio
af. Hafa peim verid gefin heitin Mannvirki A og
Mannvirki B (mynd 4). Mannvirki A, sem er sunnar,
virtist hafainngang ar sudri med hellulégn framan
vid. Innri bran sudur-, austur- og nordurveggja
hassins er mérkud med grjéthledslu, en ad vestan
var mannvirkid rofio af pipuskurdinum.

i Mannvirki B var eldstedi og mikid af eld-
sprungnum steinum asamt kola- og méoéskudreif.
petta mannvirki geeti deilt sudur- og austurvegg
med Mannvirki A, en ekki reyndist audvelt ad finna
veggi pess a pessu stigi rannséknarinnar. b3 er



Mynd 9: Snid (CC326) i torfvegg (CL323) a svaedi IV.
Fig. 9: Section (CC326) through turf-wall (CL323) in area IV.

mogulegt ad enn eitt mannvirki sé ad finna nyrsta
svaedinu. barf ad steekka uppgraftarsveadid til
nordurs til ad ganga Ur skugga um pad.

Eins og fyrr segir var minnst ahersla 16go a ad
rannsaka petta sveedi nu i sumar. Uppgroftur for
framan af mest fram & svadinu nordanverdu en i
lokin var adeins byrjad ad grafa & pvi sunnanverdu.
Byggdaleifar voru heldur brotakenndar & 6llu
svaedinu og var erfitt ad fa heillega mynd af peim
byggingum sem parna voru. Hér a eftir verdur lyst
pvi helsta sem parna fannst.

Fyrir nedan grassvoro fannst torflag um allt svaedio
(CL205, 206, 207, 209, 214, 217, 218, 236, 243, 255,
307, 317; sja yfirlit yfir einingar & pessu sveedi i
Vidauka 3). Hefur petta lag verid talkad sem
uppfyllingarlag og er liklegast ad petta séu leifar
pess er hus voru rifin og jofnud hér vid jorou. Sveedid
afmarkast ad austan af skurdi (CF200a og CC200b)
sem gerdur var fyrir grunni fyrrnefnds fjoss og
hl6du. Medfram honum endildngum var torfveggur
(CL323). bad er mogulegt ad pessi torfveggur tengist
hledsluréd (CS329) sem er austurveggur Mann-
virkis A sem parna var sydst a svadinu (sja mynd
4). Ef pessi torfveggur heldur afram til nordurs, eins
og hann virdist gera, tilheyrir hann einnig

Mannvirki B. betta & p6 eftir ad skyrast frekar pegar
grafid verdur dypra. Eins og fyrr segir virdist
inngangurinn inn i petta mannvirki, sem er ar sudri,
vera hellulagdur. Hellulégnin er um 1 m ad lengd
0og um 90 cm ad breidd. HUn er vel afmorkud ad
sunnan og virdist ekki hafa skemmst par af
pipuskurdinum sem er parna sunnan vid.

Inni i Mannvirki A voru torflég (CL314, CL313) sem
eru yngri en mannvirkid. Eru petta liklega
uppfyllingarlég sem hafa myndast pegar husio var
rifid og jafnad vid jordu. Svo virdist sem
nordurveggur (CS330) pessa mannvirkis tengist Gt
i sveedi pau, vestan vid pipuskurdinn, sem grafin
voru 1989 (sja mynd 4). A peim svaedum voru
brotakenndar byggdaleifar yfir gangabeenum sem
timasettur var til 17. og 18. aldar. Pipuskurdurinn
djapi sem liggur parna i nordvestur-sudaustur yfir
uppgraftarsvaedid hefur skemmt byggdaleifarnar
mikid og raskad samhenginu a 6llu svadinu.
Nordan vid pad mannvirki sem nd hefur verid lyst
er annad mannvirki, einnig pakid yfirbords-
torflaginu fyrrnefnda sem pekur byggdaleifarnar a
Ollu sveedinu. Undir torflaginu er kolalag (CL226)
sem virdist hafa borist fra eldsteedi (CL248) sem er
a4 midju sveedinu. Undir kolalaginu er torflag
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Mynd 10: Grunnflétur CC326 og snid PR3.
Fig. 10: Plan of CC326 and section PR3.
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(CL232) sem aftur liggur yfir lagskiptu kola- og
mooskulagi (CL247). Ur pvi voru tekin syni til
rannsékna a plontu- og skordyraleifum (S138-41,
SS42-3 og 45). Modskupyttur (CC270, CL252) var
skorinn nidur i petta lag. Lagskiptingin sem hér
hefur verid lyst geeti bent til tveggja byggingarskeida
pessa mannvirkis.

i nordvesturhorni uppgraftarsvadisins fundust
golflog (CL253, 272, 287) sem liggja inn i bakkann.
Talkun peirra sem golflaga byggist & pvi ad pau
eru mjog lifreen og ad i peim fundust vefnadar-,
timbur- og kolaleifar auk leirkerabrota. Syni til
rannsOkna & skordyra- og pléntuleifum voru tekin
ur pessum légum: S120-24 og SS26 Ur pvi efsta (253),
S165-6 Ur pvi nedsta (287). A milli tveggja peirra
(CL253 og 287) var um 5 cm pykkt médsku- og
kolalag (CL288). | pvi fundust vefnadarleifar.
Torflagido sem adur var nefnt (CL232) liggur yfir
bessu golflagi en undir pvi er leirkennt lag. |
leirkennda laginu liggur hledslurdéd sem visar i
austur-vestur (CL290). SU hledslurdd liggur beint
undir annarri hledsluréd sem parna la i austur-
vestur nyrst & svadinu og er skorin vestast af
pipuskurdinum (sj& mynd 4). Undir leirkennda
laginu var torf og moéskulag (CL297). betta
sidastnefnda lag liggur einnig undir golflosgunum
fyrrnefndu.

I lok uppgraftar i sumar voru grafin tvo snid i
torfvegginn (CL323) sem virtist liggja i nordur-
sudur medfram austurhlid uppgraftarsvaedisins
(mynd 4) og Gt i skurd (CC200) fyrir grunni fjéss og
hl6du. | sydra snidinu (PR3, CC326) kom
torfhledslan og Gtlinur hennar mjég greinilegailjés
(mynd 10). i botni hennar kom fram grj6tundirstada
og hledsluréd vestan vid hana sem liggur eins og
torfveggurinn (myndir 9 og 10). bessi hledslurdd
geeti tilheyrt torfveggnum eda einhverju 6dru
byggingarskeidi. BaAdum megin vid torfvegginn
voru mannvistarldg sem talka maetti sem gélf. pad
austara virdist ganga undir fjésundirstdduna. Ef
pad reynist vera rétt, ma gera sér vonir um 6hreyfd
mannvistarlég undir fjésinu. Ad vestanverdu var
of litid komid i lj6s af mannvistarlaginu til ad unnt
sé ad segja nokkud um pad med vissu.

Torfid i nyrdra snidinu (PR5, CC327) var ekki eins
afgerandi og greinilegt og i pvi sydra, en er p6 ad
Ollum likindum eftir torfvegg (mynd 11). Hér 14
hledslurdd hins vegar austan vid torfhledsluna en
var ekki sjaanleg, hvorki i snidi né i grunnfleti ad
vestanverdu. Austan vid pessa hledslurdd stendur
hella upp & rénd Gt Gr nordurbakka snidsins. bar

austan vid var raudbrin mold med kolum og
maéosku i sem gengur upp ad steyptum grunni
hlédunnar sem parna var. EKKi er & pessu stigi
rannsoknarinnar ljést hvort petta lag gengur undir
grunninn eda er skorid af honum. Sagnir eru um ad
hladan hafi verid mjog djap.

Samantekt

Pad ma ljost vera af lysingunni hér ad ofan ad
byggdaleifar & svadi V eru nokkud brotakenndar
og 6ljésar enn sem komid er. barna sér pé merki um
ad minnsta kosti tvd mannvirki i efstu légum,
Mannvirki A og B. | Mannvirki B hafa fundist tvé
byggingarskeid. Nyrst & svaedinu eru miklar
mannvistarleifar sem ganga inn i bakkann og er
hér e.t.v. pridja mannvirkid ad koma i ljos a pessu
svedi. bessar leifar verdur hins vegar ekki unnt ad
tulkafyrren uppgraftarsvaedio hefur verid steekkad
til nordurs. Vid lok uppgraftar i sumar var komid
nidur a eldri mannvistarleifar a sveedinu. baer verda
kannadar i naesta afanga rannsoknarinnar.

5. Rannsokn a sveedi V

Pad sveedi sem i ar hlaut petta heiti nger yfir reit L
og hluta af reit ) sem grafid var a 4rid 1989 (mynd
8), og framhald peirra og reits D til austurs, allt ad
pipuskurdinum sem sker baejarhdélinn og liggur yfir
hann i nordvestur-sudaustur (myndir 3 og 4). A
pessu sveedi la fyrir ad rannsaka prihyrningslaga
reit sem var dgrafinn milli pipuskurdarins og reita
D ogL, og grafareitiJog L jafnlangt nidur og grafid
haféi verid a reit D pegar uppgrefti var hatt par
arid 1988. Tokst ad ljuka pvi verki og var allt sveedid
komid nidur a sama uppgraftarplan i lok
sumarsins. [ lysingu eininga hér & eftir er visaa til
vidkomandi einingaskipurits i Vidauka 3.

A é6grafna sveedinu var i grofum drattum unnt ad
greina & milli priggja byggingarskeida pegar
uppgrefti lauk. pegar grassverdi sleppti, pakti
torflag (CL211) allt svadid. Undir pvi var
grjothledsla (CS208) sem tulkud var sem framhald
grj6thladins nordurlangveggs hass 1 i gangabee (sja
mynd 4). Brant lifreent lag med beina- og vidarleifum
i (CL210) var samtima pessari hledslu. bad nger upp
ad bran nordurveggjarins en ekki sudurveggjarins.
petta mannvistarlag kom fram i préfil Q-R sem
gerdur var arid 1988 og var patulkad sem golf. Syni
voru tekin Ur pessu lagi til rannsékna & pléntu- og
skordyraleifum (S12-6). bPad lag sem nefnter CL225
hefur ad geyma framhald vegghledslu sudurveggjar
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Mynd 11: Grunnflétur CC327 og snid PR5.
Fig. 11: Plan of CC327 and section PR5.
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Mynd 12: Helluldgn (CL239) & svaedi V, séd i sudur.
Fig. 12: Pavement (CL239) in area V, looking south.

hass 1. Einingar CS208 og CL225 tilheyra pvibadar
veggjum huss 1.

Sunnan vid hus 1 hafa verid grafnir tveir samsioa
skurdiraseinni arum eftir vegarstadinu endiléngu.
[ peim voru m.a. rafmagns- og simaleidslur. A milli
skurdanna fannst helluldgn Gr smaum hellum &
kafla (CS239) (sjA myndir 4 og 12). Ofan & hellunum
var 5-15 cm pykkt lifreent jardlag (CL233) sem i voru
steinar, vidarbutar og kol. par ofan & var torflag
(CL230) sem var efsta lagid undir veginum.
Helluldgnin geti tilheyrt byggingarskeidi
gangabejarins fra 17./18.6ld. Vestan vid hanavoru
leifar eftir torfvegg og enn vestar hellur sem
tilheyrdu gdéngunum i gangabanum. Torf-
veggurinn a milli smésteinastéttarinnar og
hellnanna i géngum gangabaejarins tilheyrir liklega
baejargdngunum. Stéttin og lifrena lagid ofan a
henni gaetu verid hluti af golfi byggingar sem parna
hefur stadid eda hluti stéttar sem 14 medfram og
utan vid sudurvegg huss 1. betta sveedi er nu pad
raskad ad ekki verdur Ur pessu skorid med vissu.
Undir CL225, alveg vid pipuskurdinn sem gengur
a ska yfir uppgraftarsvaedid, var sampjappad
hréngl smasteina & mjog afmorkudu svaedi (CS240).
Virdist petta helst vera hluti af golfi sem neer yfir

svaedi sem er um 2 x 2 m ad umfangi. Pad nar upp
ad hledslurdd ad sunnan, heettir i beinni linu ad
vestan, ad nordan fjarar pad Ut, en er skorid af
pipuskurdinum fyrrnefnda ad austan.

Undir sudurvegg huss 1 var steinardd (CS265) sem
hafdi nokkud adra stefnu en veggurinn og tilheyrir
pvieldrabyggingarskeidi (sja myndir 4 og 13). Rétt
sunnan vid hana eru adurnefndir leidsluskurdir
(CC224 og 228) sem hafa raskad mannvistar-
leifunum & pessum stad. A balkinum milli pessara
pipuskurda var réo priggja steina sem hafa somu
stefnu og CS265. Geetu peir pvi tilheyrt sama
mannvirki og CS265, en mannvistarleifar 4 pessu
sveedi eru pad raskadar ad su tulkun er engan
veginn 6rugg. A milli pessara rada, sunnan vid
CS265, er steinahrongl med mésskuflekkjum a milli
(CS258). Méoskudreifin naer upp ad CS265 og
virdist vera samtima henni. E.t.v. méa tulka petta
sem fyllingu i vegg.

Undir hledslur6d CS265 fundust eldri byggdaleifar
sem tengjast peim mannvistarleifum sem fundust
sidast a sveedi D pegar heett var ad grafa par arid
1988 (mynd 14). Um er ad reeda hledsluradir (CS274,
279, 284) sem allar eru samtima, med torfi a milli
(CL300), sem geeti verid fylling veggjar. Einnig er
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torf nordan vid hledslurdéd CS274 (CL308 og 302).
Skorinn hefur verid skurdur ofan i petta torf (CC260)
og er hann fylltur af méosku (CL242). ESli pessa
skurdar er enn 6ljost og bidur talkun hans frekari
rannsoknar & stadnum.

Hledsluradirnar sem lyst er hér ad ofan virdast
tengjast Mannvirkjum 10 og 11 sem voru ad koma i
1j6s vio lok uppgraftar ario 1988. betta virdast vera
tveer samsida og samfastar byggingar. Gengid hefur
verid inn i Mannvirki 10 ar austri og er stor hella
rétt innan vid innganginn. Oljésara er med
Mannvirki 11, en pad er skorid af pipuskurdinum
ad austanverdu. A pvi stigi uppgraftarins sem nu
er nad er hins vegar komid nidur & botn pessa
pipuskurdar og litur at fyrir ad per mann-
vistarleifar, sem hér eiga eftir ad koma i ljés, séu
O0skemmdar. Frekari talkun pessara mannvirkja
verdur pvi ad bida par til meira hefur verid grafid.

Samantekt

Byggdaleifar 4 svaedi V voru brotakenndar, adallega
vegna peirra skemmda sem unnar hafa verid a
fornminjunum mead sidari tima skurdum. bad helsta
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Mynd 13: Hledslurod (CS265) & svaedi V, séd i vestur.
Fig. 13: A row of stones (CS265) in area V, looking west.

sem kom i ljés vid ranns6kn & pessu svadi nu i
sumar var framhald huss 1 sem tilheyrir 17./18.
aldar gangabanum, & peim prihyrningslaga reit
sem ekki var grafid 4 vio fyrri rannsdknir, pannig
ad nuna er hasid ordid a.m.k. 6,5 m langt. Ekki var
hins vegar unnt ad stadfesta legu austurgafls
hussins med neinni vissu pé ad liklegt sé ad su
lengd sem nu er fengin sé nélaegt pvi sem verid
hefur upprunalega. Gaflinn geati hafa horfid vio
gerd pipuskurdarins fyrrnefnda. Adeins beaettist vid
lengd ganganna i gangabaenum og er sa hluti peirra
sem grafinn hefur verid upp na ordinn 17 m ad
lengd. Tengd pessu byggingarskeidi er stétt sem
fannst & balkinum milli leidsluskurdanna sunnan
vid his 1. Geti hun hafa legid medfram husi 1 ad
utanverdu eda tilheyrt golfi i byggingu sem parna
kann ad hafa verid. bessar minjar eru of raskadar
til pess ad unnt sé ad skera Ur um petta atridi med
vissu.

Undir husi 1 fundust prja byggingarskeid. Var par
fyrst partur af steinaldgn Ur smésteinum sem helst
virdist tilheyra golfi & afmorkudu sveedi austast &
sveedinu. Undir pvi var hledsluréd sem hafdi adra
stefnu en veggir hiss 1. R60 priggja steina & balki
milli leidsluskurdanna tveggja sunnan vid pessa
hledslu geeti tilheyrt sama mannvirki og hin, og
steinahréngl & milli peirra er e.t.v. einhvers konar
fylling i vegg, en pessar minjar voru pad raskadar
af seinni tima skurdum ad erfitt var ad atta sig a
peim. Nedsta byggingarskeidid tengist peim leifum
sem fundust & svadi D pegar uppgrefti lauk par
&rid 1988. Hér er komid nidur a atlinur tveggja
samfastra mannvirkja. Annad peirra er med
inngangi Ur austri, veggir hins eru mikio skemmdir
af seinni tima pipuskuraéi.

Markmidid i sumar var ad koma 6llu pessu sveedi,
sem grafid hafdi verid mislangt nidur vid fyrri
rannsoknir 4 stadnum, nidur a sama upp-
graftarplan og pad tékst. begar buid er ad grafa
sveaedi IV jafnlangt nidur, etti ad verda audveldara
ad tulka minjarnar og tengja saman pessi tvo svadi
sitt hvorum megin vid pipuskurdinn.
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Mynd 14: Uppdrattur af nedstu l6gum & sveedi V.
Fig. 14: A plan of earliest remains in area V.

6. Helstu nidurstodur

pad er alltaf nokkurt atak ad hefja uppgroft anyjum
stad og ekki siour ad taka ad nyju til vio rannsékn
sem byrjad var & fyrir 16ngu. Auk pess ad fjarleegja
uppfyllingu og undirbla uppgraftarsveadid,
purftum vid ad tengjast pvi sem pegar haféi verid
rannsakad. Vinnunni i sumar midadi vel &fram og
tokst okkur ad na peim markmidum sem sett hfou
verid: ad kanna hvada mannvistarleifar veri ad
finna undir ipréttahdsinu og ad grafa allt sveedi V
nidur dsamauppgraftarplan. Rannséknin stendur
nd pannig ad i neestu &fbngum ma veenta pess ad
miklar nidurstédur faist vardandi talkun peirra
minja sem er ad finna i baejarhdlnum.

Undir ipréttahdsinu reyndust jarogéngin fra
Snorralaug vera svo til einu mannvistarleifarnar.
Ofan & peim var reyndar hledslubrot sem hafdi
somu stefnu og gongin en laadeins austar. Hledslan,
sem var gerd Ur tveimur steinarédum med fyllingu
amilli, var skemmd i bada enda og tengdist engum
60rum mannvistarleifum & svadinu. Ekki er ljést
hvers konar mannvirki hdn tilheyrdi. Fyrir utan
petta hledslubrot, sem var nidurgrafio, og
jardgongin, sem voru meira nidurgrafin, lagrunnur
iprottahassins & ohreyfdu. Oliklegt virdist ad &
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pessu svaedi hafi nokkurn tima verid énnur
mannvirki.

Jardgongin voru eingdngu rannsékud & um 5m
kafla til sudurs fra vegarstaedinu. Akvedid var ad
frekari uppgroftur peirra til sudurs skyldi bida
akvardana um fragang svadisins og vardveislu
peirra minja sem par kunna ad finnast. Jarégéngin
eru nokkud vel vardveitt sunnan vid ipréttahdsid
og sa hluti peirra sem naestur er Snorralaug hefur
til skamms tima verid opinn almenningi. Géngin
voru vel vardveitt a peim kafla par sem pau voru
rannsdkud i sumar, mikid mannvirki, nidurgrafio
0og med grjéthlaona veggi. Var hledslan allt ad 1,8
m & haed. Breidd peirra vid botninn er adeins um 70
cm. GOlf peirra virdist vera nattaruleg leirhella, en
engin merki fundust um pakgerd. bau voru fylit
med maoskuldgum sem ljést var ad héfdu lent ofan
i peim aymsum timum. Engir munir fundust i peim
hvorki til ad timasetja notkun peirra né hvener heett
var ad nota pau.

Nordan vid gongin er hid forna baejarstaedi i
Reykholti. Aformad er ad grafa nidur Gr mann-
vistarlégum par og finna pannig medal annars
tengingu ganganna vid bajarhusin. Byrjad var &
bvi verki i sumar med pvi ad koma 6llu sveedinu
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Mynd 15: Yfirlit yfir hluta sveeda IV og V i lok uppgraftar 1998. Séd i vestur.
Fig. 15: A partial overview of areas IV and V at the end of excavation in 1998.

nidur & sama uppgraftarplan, en pad haféi vio fyrri
uppgroft verid grafid misdjupt. | vegarstaedid milli
ipréttahussins og bajarstadisins, hdfou verid
grafnir tveir samsida leidsluskurdir sem héfou m.a.
ad geyma rafmagns- og simalinur. Baejarstadid
gamla er ad hluta undir pessu vegarstedi. par
fannst t.d. framhald til sudurs af gongum
gangabejarins, en hann var grafinn upp ad hluta
vid fyrri ranns6kn og timasettur til 17. og 18. aldar.
NG i sumar beettust vid hds sem tilheyra
gangabanum og grafin hdfou verid upp ad hluta,
auk pess sem eldri byggodaleifar komu i 1jés undir
peim. Voru peer leifar heldur brotakenndar, en i lok
sumarsins var komid nidur a nokkud heillegri
byggdaleifar sem parfnast frekari rannséknar. Er
palika komid nidur ar skurdunum sem grafnir hafa
verid i gegnum fornleifarnar & seinni timum og meiri
von til pess ad mannvistarlég par undir séu
O0skemmd.

A teikningum ferdamanna sem attu leid um
Reykholt sidast & nitjandu 6ld og i byrjun peirrar
tuttugustu sjast hds sem standa beint upp af
lauginni, & peim sl6dum sem iprdéttahusid og
smidahusid, sem nu er verid ad rifa, voru. par stédu
ennhus arid 1927 pegar danski malarinn Johannes
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Larsen atti leid um Reykholt og rissadi pau i daghdok
sina med Snorralaug i forgrunni, en pau voru rifin
adsamt 60rum baejarhdsum um pad leyti sem skdélinn
var byggaour. Einhverjar peirra mannvistarleifasem
i ljés hafa komid nyrst & sveaedi IV, getu tilheyrt
pessum htisum. A mestéllu pvi svedi var
uppgroftur ekki kominn langt nidur ar efstu l6gum
i lok sumarsins. Mannvirki A geeti t.d. hafa verid
annadhvort hesthusid eda fj6sid sem parna stédu. |
Mannvirki B var hins vegar eldstaedi asamt
moosku- og koladreif sem bendir fremur til smidju
eda skyldrar byggingar. Tveir prufuskurdir voru
gerdir vestast & svaedinu. Pad sem i peim fannst
gefur fyrirheit um spennandi mannvistarleifar i
nedri l6gum & pessu svadi.

Vinnslu peirrasynasem tekin voru i rannsékninni
i sumar er ekki lokid pegar petta er skrifad, en vonast
er til ad einhverjar nidurstédur faist ar skordyra-
leifaranns6knum fyrir lok arsins. Plontuleifarnar
verda hins vegar ekki rannsakadar fyrr en a naesta
ari. Nidurstoour rannsdékna a synum sem tekin voru
Ur uppgreftinum 1988 lofa g6édu um varo-
veisluskilyroi 4 stadnum'.

3 Buckland et al. 1992.



7. Framtidarrannsoknir
Su ranns6kn sem hér er gerd grein fyrir er hluti af
aeetlun um nokkurra ara fornleifarannsoknir i
Reykholti14 og vonast er til pess ad fjarveiting faist
til pess ad ljuka peim rannsoknum sem nu hefur
verio byrjad a. Til vidbotar vid styrk fra islenska
rikinu er &formad ad seekja um framlég til annarra
adila. P4 hafa verid 16gd drog ad norranni
samvinnu um petta verkefni.
I rannséknaraaetluninni var gert rad fyrir pvi ad
uppgroftur beejarstedisins og nadnasta umhverfis
pess, asamt smaerri ranns6knum a nokkrum 68rum
stooum i Reykholtsdalnum, teeki fjdgur sumur en
fornleifarannséknir steedu yfir i prja og halfan
manud hvert sumar. | sumar var adeins veitt fé til
vinnu i tepar sjo vikur. Rannsdknarasetlunin
parfnast nd endurskodunar i pvi lj6si og &
grundvelli pess sem fannst i sumar, og verdur pad
verk unnid & naestunni.
Aformad er ad vinna frekar ad pvi ad gera verkefnid
fjlfaglegt og ad draga inn i pad sérfredinga a
ymsum svidum og nemendur fra ymsum léndum. i
sumar hafdi rannséknin 4 ad skipa dyra-
beinafradingi og fornvistfreedingum sem munu
rannsaka skordyra- og plontuleifar Gr synum sem
tekin voru ar uppgreftinum. Er i sumum tilvikum
um ad raeda rannsoknarverkefni fyrir haskola-
gradu. Sagnfraedinemi safnadi i sumar
ritheimildum um hasakost i Reykholti. | radi er ad
leggja enn meiri dherslu & rannséknir a ségu
stadarins. Paliggur fyrir ad skra fornleifar i dalnum
en slikt hefur enn ekki verid gert, og skoda
menningar- eda busetulandslag Reykholtsdals.
Mikilveegt er ad setja stadinn Reykholt i samhengi
vid umhverfid, skoda leidir sem farnar voru ad og
fr4 stadnum og verslunarstadi sem notadir voru,
auk tengsla stadarins vid adra busetu i dalnum. |
pvi tilviki ma nefna rannsékn sem enn er 6lokid &
baejarsteedinu Halsi i Halsasveit, sem for i eydi &
midoldum, en par standa frekari rannséknir fyrir
dyrum. Stjérnandi peirrar rannséknar hefur 4huga
a pvi ad samvinna komist a med pessum tveimur
rannséknarh6pum.
Adur en uppgroéftur hofst i sumar var haldinn
fundur i Reykholti um rannséknina. Til hans hafdi
verid bodid fornleifafreedingunum professor Reidar
Bertelsen vid haskoélann i Tromsg, préfessor Ingvild
@ye vid haskélann i Bergen og Steffen Stummann
Hansen, lektor vid haskélann i Kaupmannahofn,
og sagnfradingnum professor Knut Helle vid
4 Gudran Sveinbjarnardéttir 1997b. 1bid. 1997c.

haskdlann i Bergen, i peim tilgangi ad reyna ad
koma & norranni samvinnu um verkefnid. Auk
peirrasatu fundinn proéfessor Helgi borldksson vio
sagnfredideild Haskola islands, Bjarni
Gudmundsson formadur stjornar Snorrastofu, Por
Magnusson pjédminjavordur, Hjorleifur Stefansson
minjastjori vio bjédminjasafnido og skyrslu-
héfundar.

Helgi borldksson hélt framsdguerindi um ségu
stadarins og Gudorudn Sveinbjarnardoéttir greindi fra
fyrri fornleifarannsoknum i Reykholti og
ranns6knaraztluninni sem gerd hefur verid. Ad
erindunum loknum voru almennar umradur um
verkefnid.

Helstu nidurstédur peirra umradna voru par ad
prir méguleikar leegju fyrir vardandi préun
verkefnisins. I fyrsta lagi ad pad yrai afram islenskt
en ad norskir og danskir nemendur tekju patt i
rannsokninni undir leidsdgn kennara sinna og med
fjarstyrk fra sinni menntastofnun, og yroi pad hluti
af nami peirra. 1 6dru lagi ad verkefnid yrdi vikkad
Ut og préad pannig ad pad yrdi ahugavert fyrir 6ll
Nordurléndin. 1 pridja lagi ad verkefnid yrdi
sambland af pessu tvennu.

Fundarmenn voru sammala um pad ad skerpa
pyrfti sérstddu verkefnisins og leggja aherslu a
menningarsogulegt mikilveegi Reykholts fyrir 6ll
Nordurléndin. Einnig veri mikilveegt ad leggja
aherslu 4 ad gera pad pverfaglegt med pvit.d. ad na
samvinnu vid sagnfraedinga og natturuvisindafélk
4 ymsum svioum. pad parf ad setja Reykholt i
samhengi vid pad menningarlandslag sem pad er
hluti af. Kanna parf ségu stadarins i sem vidustu
samhengi, t.d. hvad pad var i islensku 13. aldar
samfélagi sem gerdi Snorra kleift ad semja ritverk
sin.

I framhaldi af pessum fundi eru hugmyndir uppi
um ad haldafj6lfaglega og alpjédlega radstefnu um
Reykholt & nasta ari og bjéda til hennar
fredimOnnum & ymsum svidum sem hafa
sérfredipekkingu & malefnum sem vid koma
rannsékn i Reykholti og nanasta umhverfi. Auk
fornleifafraedinga og sagnfraeedinga sem pegar hafa
verio nefndir, yrdi bodid jardfredingum,
landfreedingum, jardvegsfredingum, bufraed-
ingum, mannfraedingum, békmenntafreedingum,
handritafredingum, ornefnafredingum og
pjodhéattafreedingum. Slik radstefna geeti 6rvad
adhuga a stadnum og ladad til sin samvinnuadila
Ur ymsum attum. Unnid verdur ad pvi ad préa
pessar hugmyndir frekar & naestunni.
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Samvinna og samrad vid sveitarstjorn Reyk-
holtsdals og stjorn Snorrastofu eru aformud um
rannséknina i Reykholti. Unnid er ad pvi ad koma
a fot freedasetri sem hefur pad hlutverk ad sinna
midaldafreedum i Reykholti, en allar rannséknir &
fornum minjum & stadnum hljéta ad tengjast slikri
starfsemi. Vonir standa til ad slik samvinna geeti
ordio 6llum adilum til géda. Einnig verdur leitad
eftir patttoku heimamanna i rannséknarverkefninu
eftir pvi sem tilefni standa til.

Greinilegter eftir reynslu sumarsins ad grundvollur
er fyrir skipulagdri upplysingastarfsemi um
uppgroéftinn fyrir ferdamenn i Reykholti. Su
pjonusta sem medlimir uppgraftarins veittu
ferdamoénnum i sumar meltist mjog vel fyrir og er
astaeda til ad auka pann patt stérlega. Verdur ad
gerarad fyrir pvi ad einn madur sé i fullu starfi vid
leidsdgn og midlun upplysinga d medan 4 uppgrefti
stendur. Maetti hugsa sér ad pvi starfi veeri sinnt af
heimamanni sem einnig segdi fra ségu stadarins
og 6dru markverou sem honum tengist. ba veeri
asteeda til ad koma upp syningu i Reykholti um
uppgroftinn og pad sem par hefur fundist.

8.Englishsummary

Introduction

In the summer of 1998 excavations were resumed
at the old farmsite at Reykholt after an interval of
nine years. The school, which was built in 1929,
was closed for the last time in the spring of 1997.
The Ministry of Education is seeking a new role for
this historic place with an input from Snorrastofa,
founded a few years ago with the aim of
establishing a centre for medieval studies at
Reykholt. The archaeological excavations, which
were carried out under the auspices of the National
Museum of Iceland on a grant from the government,
form part of these plans.

The excavation team averaged eight archaeologists
and students of archaeology. Taking part the whole
time were Dr. Gudrun Sveinbjarnardottir (director),
Guomundur H. Jénsson (assistant director;
research student at Sheffield), Gréa Masdottir
(archaeology student, Trondheim), Derek Watson
(zooarchaeologist) and Philip I. Buckland
(palaeoentomologist; research student at Umea);
and for shorter periods Jette T. Hansen and Jannie
A. Ebsen (archaeology students, Copenhagen),
Margrét Gylvadottir (archaeology student,
Stockholm), Sigurdur Bergsteinsson and Agnes
Stefansdéttir (archaeologists, National Museum of
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Iceland) and Natascha Mehler (archaeology
student Bergen and Bamberg). Gardar
Guomundsson (archaeobotanist, National
Museum of Iceland), who will investigate plant
remains, and Dr. Cynthia Zutter (archaeobotanist,
Edmonton, Canada), who will investigate pollen
from the excavation, visited for a few days. Insect
remains from the excavation will be investigated
by Gudmundur H. Jénsson at Sheffield University
and Philip I. Buckland at Ume& University for their
respective degrees. Hallgerdur Palsdottir, student
of history at the University of Iceland, worked for a
time for the excavation collecting documentary
evidence in the National Archives of Iceland on
houses at Reykholt in the past. This data will be
used for comparison with the archaeological
remains found during the excavation.

Thanks are due to the following: the Ministry of
Education for providing accommodation at
Reykholt; their representative, former head of the
school, P6runn Reykdal, the proprietors of Hotel
Reykholt, Oli Jon Olason and Steinunn Hansdottir,
and the Reverend Geir Waage for practical
assistance; Jon bérisson, former teacher and long-
time resident at Reykholt, for information on houses
formerly standing at Reykholt and on place-names
in the area. Halldér Jénsson for reading over the
Icelandic text of this report and Robert Boyce for
reading over the English text.

1. Previous excavations at the site
Archaeological remains have been found at
Reykholt ever since the school was builtin 1929. In
1941 the tunnel leading from Snorralaug to the farm
was excavated and reconstructed. It had been
discovered when the sports hall was erected in 1934
to the east of the school (fig. 2). So far as we know,
no objects have been found in the t%nnel or
anything else by which it might be dated . In 1997
a section was made through the tunnel just south
of the sports hall”®. It revealed avery well preserved
structure, erected in a trench dug down in steps
into natural gravel deposits. The walls were stone-
built, preserved up to a height of 1.4 m, with turf-
fill at the back. The tunnel was about 70 cm wide at
the bottom, with a natural clay floor. A roof resting
on awooden frame had been erected over itin 1941,
but there was no indication of the original roof-
cover.

15 Matthias bérdarson 1947.
6 Gudran Sveinbjarnardéttir 1997a.



In 1964 two conduits were found during building
works and in 1984 a third one was discovered
during similar operationsn. All had their origins
at the hot spring Skrifla; two turned out to be water
conduits which ran into the hot pool Snorralaug,
the third was a steam conduit leading in the
direction of the farm (fig. 2). No structure was found
where itended. Despite this the excavators thought
that the most likely interpretation for it was that it
provided steam to a steam-bath.

The first systematic investigations were carried out
at the old farmsite between 1987 and 1989, at the
initiation of and with a grant from the Ministry of
Education. Trial trenches were dug and corings
undertaken in 1987 to establish the extent of the
farm mound, and funding was given for limited
excavations during the following two summers.
These investigations went some way to confirm that
the farm has been located more or less in the same
place from the outset, that is just at the north and
east of the old school, between it and the old church
(“fornt baejarstaedi” on fig. 2). Among the excavated
structures were the remains of a passage-way house,
dated, largely on the basis of pottery found, to the
17" and 18" centuries. This was a building with a
central passage-way connecting several adjoining
rooms. It stood east of the last farm-house in
Reykholt which was pulled down in 1930.
Descriptions in the Sturlunga saga indicate that
the hall at the site during the time of Snorri
Sturluson, stood even further east .

At the end of the 1989 season building remains
were appearing beneath the 17/18" century
passage-way farm. These included an extension of
the tunnel leading north-west from Snorralaug; so
far, more than 35 m of the tunnel has been revealed.
Also found were remains of turf walls with traces
of volcanic ash in them, identified as the so-called
landnam-layer, which is now dated to 871 (+- 2
years)lg. These walls, constructed some time after
871, may be associated with a fireplace which has
been radiocarbon dated from charcoal to the period
between the 8" and 10" centuries” and from
charred barley to the period between the 10" and
12" centuries”. The only artefact found in these

17 porkell Grimsson & Gudmundur Olafsson 1988.

18 Sturlunga saga, Vol. |, e.g. p. 456.

1 Karl Gronvold et al. 1995.

20 Radiocarbon measurement Report from RCD Radiocarbon Dating,
dated 01.11.1990.

2 Hedges et al. 1993, p. 317.

layers was a stone lamp of a type generally found
in medieval contexts.

2. Objectives of the 1998 investigation

These were twofold. First, to investigate what
building remains there were under the sports hall
torn down earlier inthe summer. The only structure
known with certainty to be there was the tunnel
leading from Snorralaug. The area had to be
investigated prior to building activities planned for
the new use of the school buildings. The second
objective was to carry on with the excavation of the
farm-site itself. The areas investigated in 1988 and
1989 would be opened, enlarged and connected.
These areas had been excavated to different levels
and attempts would be made to get them all down
to the same excavation plan, and thus to the same
phase of occupation.

Methodology

The decision was made by the directors of the
excavation that the most promising means of
interpreting the deep and complex stratigraphy,
and the often fragmentary building remains in the
farm-mound, was by open-area excavation with the
occasional use of trenches to reveal stratification.
The single context recording system was adopted,
giving each deposit a running number, starting with
200, preceeded by a letter-code indicating the type
of context. CS stands for stone, CL for layer or
deposit, CC for cut and CF for fill. Each context was
recorded on a recording sheet similar to those used
by the Museum of London. It was then drawn and
photographed.

The area had been evened out and no remains were
visible on the surface prior to excavation. Surveys
establishing contours had already been carried out
in connection with building activities at the site. A
grid had been laid out on the site in 1987. The datum
pointis X200, Y100, with X increasing to the north
and Y to the east. The areawas divided into5x5m
squares for drawing purposes to facilitate
subsequent processing.

Areas of excavation

Our investigation initially concentrated on the site
of the sports hall torn down earlier in the summer,
specified as area Ill (Sveedi Ill on fig. 3). The hall,
which was a timber-house, stood on concrete
pillars, at least two of which had been sunk into
the tunnel leading north-west from Snorralaug
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towards the farm-site. The tunnel and a wall
fragment with the same orientation, but lying
slightly further to the east and overlying the tunnel,
turned out to be the only archaeological remainsin
area lll. The tunnel was filled with peat-ash which
had been deposited at different times. The peat-ash
gave aclear indication of the position of the tunnel
after the initial clearing of the area and prior to
excavation. The wall fragment overlying the tunnel
and the northern end of the tunnel in this area, part
of which had already been investigated in 1987,
was excavated this summer. Where the tunnel
disappears under the road, which used to lie to the
north of the sports hall, it seems to turn northwards
and get wider. We believe that this may constitute
the beginning of its connection to the farm-
buildings. We intend to carry out further work in
this area during future stages of the project.

We opened and extended the areas excavated in
1988 and 1989. These constitute part of the farm-
mound proper, and the previous excavations had
been halted at different levels. The aim this summer
was to get them all down to the same level. The
farm-mound had been cut by a pipe-trench in recent
times, running through itin a north-westerly, south-
easterly direction. We divided it into two working
areas, with area IV to the north and area V to the
south of the trench (figs. 3 & 4).

Area V covers those named J, L and D during
previous excavations (fig. 8). L had been least
extensively excavated, ] a little more and D the most
thoroughly excavated. A small triangular area,
previously unexcavated, was added to these areas,
revealingadditionsto structuresalready excavated,
including the end of House 1 of the 17/18" century
passage-way house. By the end of the summer we
reached our goal of having the whole area down to
the same level of excavation. Our work confirms
that the tunnel leading from Snorralaug joins the
farm-buildings in this area. There are still 50 cm
down to the top of the tunnel wall, from where there
are more than 1.5 m down to the bottom of the
tunnel.

Area IV covers those named H, | and E during
previous excavations (fig. 8) when only the top
layer was investigated. It is limited to the west by
the pipe trench, to the east by a trench dug for the
foundations of abyre and barn builtin about 1930.
We were able to give only brief attention to this area
during the 1998 investigation.
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The excavation process

The excavation started on the 29" of June and
finished on the 13" of August. Before we started,
three of us had spent a long day at Reykholt
monitoring the clearing away of the foundations of
the sports hall which had just been torn down. The
first week and a half was spent clearing the site of
the sports hall further, emptying fill, including a
parking area, from areas previously excavated and
extending them, and getting rid of the road and
underlying pipes north of the sports hall. Heavy
machinery was needed for these tasks.

Our efforts were then mainly devoted to the
excavation of area Ill and its connection to the farm-
buildings in area V (see figs. 3 & 4). Work in these
areas progressed satisfactorily. We can now
confirm that the tunnel leading from Snorralaug
and a wall fragment overlying it are the only
archaeological remains in area Ill. After the
excavation of the overlying wall fragment, we
decided to investigate only the northern end of the
tunnel in this area. In area V all the archaeological
remains are now contemporary, and there is about
0.5 m of deposits left to excavate down to the top of
the wall of the tunnel. Inarea IV, where least digging
took place this summer, most of the deposits
excavated were of later dates. Towards the end of
the season we made trenches in two places to reveal
the nature of earlier remains. We intend to
investigate them further during the second stage of
the project.

The weather was dry and good for excavation
although somewhat cold and windy at times. We
lost the equivalent of only one whole day because
of wet weather. Numerous tourist groups of varying
nationalities visited the excavation. One member
of the team was always on hand to give a guided
tour on the excavation to these groups and other
visitors. This service was much appreciated. At the
end of the season we covered the excavation area
with protective covers and turf, and filled the tunnel
with old hay to prevent it from collapsing in the
winter frosts. We then fenced off the area and erected
information panels to explain the work in progress.

3. Excavation of area Il - the results of

1998

The sports hall was torn down at the beginning of
the season, which revealed an extensive portion of
the tunnel. It was partially excavated. It became



apparent that the sports hall had been supported
on several concrete pillars which had been set into
pits of varying depth. Some of the pillars stood right
in the tunnel. We removed the ones encountered
during the excavation. We also removed the gravel
road running along the north side of the sports hall,
which revealed the portion of the tunnel excavated
in 1987. We then cleaned, photographed and
recorded the whole area. We encountered deposits
running northwest from Snorralaug toward and
under the excavated 17-18th century passage-way
house. They formed a spread ¢. 4 m wide and 10 m
long. The youngest deposits consisted of a cut
(CC235) containing two rows of stones (CF213) and
two fills (CF202 and CF219), the lower one (CF219)
yielding considerable amounts of fragmented
glassware and animal bones, mostly cow and
horse. This feature ran almost parallel to, but
slightly further east than the tunnel, which was
encountered beneath these contexts (fig. 4). It seems
to represent the foundation of awall fragment with
a fill consisting of debris and bits of turf. Judging
by the glass in the fill, we think it likely to have
been in use in the 18th or 19th century. Its original
function is not clear.

We extended the section of the tunnel investigated
in 1987 by some 2.5 m to the south making the
exposed area of the tunnel about 5 m in this place.
The section investigated in 1987 had originally
been made in 1947 when Prince Olaf of Norway
visited Reykholt, at which time the eastern wall of
the tunnel probably collapsed. We found a
considerable amount of collapsed stones within the
tunnel in this place. The portion of the tunnel we
excavated this summer was found to have been
placed in a ¢ 4 m wide cut which seems to be a
combination of the cut for the passage itself and for
the previously mentioned wall fragment overlying
it. South of the sports hall the cut for the tunnel was
found to be 2.5 mwide” which is probably also the
original width here. Into this cut the tunnel was
constructed of dry stone walls and preserved up to
a height of 1.8 m. It was c. 70 cm wide and filled
with numerous deposits representing its
abandonment and dereliction (see fig. 7). The upper
deposits consisted of layers of peat-ash including
fire cracked stones, the lower ones were greasy red
and black layers divided by thin peat-ash layers.
We encountered no dateable finds within any of

22 Gudran Sveinbjarnardottir 1997a.

these deposits and were therefore unable to date
the use and abandonment of the tunnel. We
excavated only a small part of the tunnel to
completion. It revealed large foundation stones for
the walls which had been set onto a compact, black
gravelly deposit.

4. Excavation of area IV

This area covers the old excavation areas E, H and
I (figs. 8 and 3) and their extension to the north and
east. It is limited to the west by the pipe trench
cutting through the area, to the east by the
foundation ditch (200 on fig. 4) for the byre and
barn builtin about 1930. Two structures were found
during excavations in 1988, Structure A and
Structure B. Structure A has a paved entrance from
the south, covering an area which is 1 x 0.9 min
extent. The inner edges of the south, east and north
walls were stone-lined. To the west the structure
was damaged by the pipe trench, but the north wall
seems to continue to the west of the trench (fig. 4).
Structure B had a fire-place and a quantity of fire
cracked stones together with a scatter of coal and
peat-ash. It may have a south and east wall in
common with Structure A. A further structure
seemed to be appearing in the north of the area.
The whole area was covered by turf (1 in matrix of
Area IV in Appendix 4), which we interpret as
deposits left as a result of the tearing down of stone-
and turf-buildings. We found a turf-wall (CL323)
running along the eastern side of Structures A and
B. We were unable to establish at this stage whether
it forms part of these structures.

The sequence of deposits in Structure B was as
follows: beneath the top turf-layer was a coal-layer
(CL226), derived from a hearth (CL248) in the centre
of the structure. Beneath the coal-layer was a turf-
layer (CL232), overlying a layer consisting of coal-
and peat-ash (CL247). It was sampled for the
investigation of plant- and insect remains. Cutinto
it was a pit filled with peat-ash (CC270, CL252).
The stratigraphy indicates two phases of
occupation so far in this building.

Further north we encountered floor layers (CL253,
272, 287), disappearing into the edge of the
excavation area. Their interpretation was based on
their rich organic content, including the remains of
textiles, timber, coal and ceramic fragments. These
layers, which may belong to a third structure in
this area, were sampled for the investigation of
plant- and insect remains. Beneath them was a
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clayey layer containing a row of stones (CL290)
orientated east-west. It was directly below a stone-
wall found in the upper layers and may, indeed
belong to that same wall. Itis cut by the pipe trench
to the west (fig. 4).

We then made two sections through turf wall
CL323. In the one further south (fig. 10) the turf
construction of the wall was clearly visible. It
contained a stone-foundation with a row of stones,
which had the same orientation as the turf-wall, to
the west of it (figs. 9 and 10). We are unable to
determine at this stage whether this row of stones
belongs to the turf-wall or to another building stage.
We found floor layers on both sides of the turf-wall.
The one to the east seems to underly the foundation
of the byre and barn suggesting that building
remains underlying it may be undisturbed.

The nature of the turf construction of the wall in
the section further north (fig. 11) was not as clear.
We found a row of stones here lying to the east
rather than to the west of the turf-wall, and further
east was a flat stone placed on edge and a layer of
red-brown earth with coal and peat-ash to the east
of that. It is not clear whether it lies under or is cut
by the foundation of the barn. Both sections offer a
window into the archaeological remains which lie
in store for future investigations in this area.

5. Excavation of area V

This area covers area L and part of J excavated in
1989 (fig. 8), and the extension of these and of area
D to the east all the way to the pipe trench which
cuts through the farm-mound in a northwesterly-
southeasterly direction (figs. 3 and 4). Our task in
this area was to excavate the triangular area, which
had not been excavated, and areas Jand L down to
the level reached in area D at the end of the 1988
season, which we completed by the end of the
summer.

We established that there were three main
occupation phases in the triangular area (see matrix
for area V in Appendix 3). Under the surface layer
the whole area was covered with turf (CL211),
below which we found the extension of the north
(CS208) and south (CL225) walls of House 1, which
belongs to the 17/18" centu ry passage-way house
(fig. 4), with a floor-layer (CL210) between them.
We sampled this layer for the investigation of plant-
and insect-remains. Between the two cuts made in
the road south of House 1 (CC224 and 228) we
found the remains of a pavement made out of small
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flat stones (CS239) (fig. 4). This pavement probably
belongs to the occupation of the passage-way house.
We found an extension of the paved passage of the
passage-way house to the west of it with a turf wall,
probably belonging to the passage, between the two.
Under the walls of House 1, by the pipe-trench, a
concentration of small stones in a well defined 2 x
2 m area seems to represent a floor (CS240).
Underlying the same walls is a row of stones (CS265)
with a slightly different orientation and belonging
to an earlier phase (see fig. 4). A row of three stones
to the south of it and cut 224 has the same
orientation and may be part of the same wall, but
the areaistoo badly disturbed to permitany certain
interpretation. Below CS265 we found building
remains which can be connected to Structures 10
and 11 foundinareaD at the end of the 1988 season
(fig. 14). They seem to represent two connected
buildings. Structure 10 seems to have had an
entrance from the east with a large, flat stone lying
justinsideit. Itis more difficult to interpret Structure
11, which is cut by the pipe trench on the east side.
However, we have reached the base of the trench at
this point and we are hopeful that further
excavations may reveal the full nature of these
structures.

6. Main conclusions

Getting the excavation started was an effort, both
on account of clearing previously excavated areas,
a parking place and a road, and the difficulty of
integrating data from the new and old areas within
the new methodology. However, we made good
progress and regard the results of the work of the
summer as satisfactory. The objectives set were
reached and the state of the excavation is now such
that much progress in discovering the nature of the
farm-mound can be expected during the next stages.
The tunnel leading from Snorralaug and a wall
fragment with the same orientation, but overlying
it turned out to be the only preserved remains on
the site of the sports hall. Both were dug down and
the tunnel, of which a 5 m stretch was exposed,
was filled with layers of peat-ash which had been
deposited at different times. It was made of dry
stone walling preserved up to a height of 1.8 m, c.
70 cm wide at the bottom with a floor made of natural
clay. We found no objects to date its use or
abandonment.

To the north of the tunnel lies the old farm-site. The
tunnel almost certainly connects to some of its



buildings at some stage. It lies under the 17/18"
century passage-way house, some additions to
which were exposed this summer, and on the basis
of the known stratigraphy there are still ¢. 50 cm of
deposits down to the top of the tunnel walls. The
excavation is gradually getting down to the bottom
of trenches dug for modern pipes. We are hopeful
that the remains below these, which will be
excavated during the next stages of the
investigation, are less disturbed and thus easier to
interpret.

Drawings of Snorralaug by travellers visiting
Reykholtlateinthe 19" andinthe early 20" century,
show stone- and turf-built houses standing in the
background, in the area now being excavated.
Houses were still standing there in 1927 when the
Danish painter Johannes Larsen visited Reykholt
and made sketches of them in his diary, but they
were pulled down about the time the school was
builtin 1929. Some of the remains being excavated
in area IV may belong to these houses. Structure A
may thus be the stall for horses or the byre which
were located in this general area. Structure B, which
had a fireplace, is more likely to have been a smithy
or perhaps even a kitchen.

At the time of writing the samples taken from the
excavation have not been processed. Samples taken
during the 1988 excavation inzgjicate that the state
of preservation is satisfactory

7. Future work

The work described here forms part of a lon 4term
research plan for Reykholt and its environs .The
plan is that this should be both inter-disciplinary
and international in nature. Our original plan was
to excavate the farm-mound in four 3.5 month long
excavation seasons. In view of the fact that this year
the funding allowed only seven weeks in the field,
the plan will have to be revised.

This summer students were heavily involved in the
project. Samples taken will be processed by two
university students for their dissertations in the
field of palaeoecology at the universities of Sheffield
and Umea. A history student at the University of
Iceland collected written information from the
National Archives on the houses formerly standing
at Reykholt. We plan to involve more students
carrying out studies of various aspects of the
history. Two Danish students at the University of

% Buckland et al. 1992.
24 Gudran Sveinbjarnardottir 1997c.

Copenhagen took part in the excavation to obtain
excavation experience. Our aim is to continue this
practice and involve as many students as possible
in the future.

As part of our project we plan to carry out a survey
of archaeological remains in the whole area and a
study of the cultural landscape, including that of
routes and trading centres used in the past. There
are other sites of interest in the valley to take into
account when studying the development at
Reykholt. One of these is the farm-site Hals in
Halsasveit which was abandoned in the middle
ages. Excavations have been carried out at this site
in the past25 and more investigations are planned
for the future. We are pleased to say that co-
operation between the two projects has been
established.

Prior to excavation this summer we arranged a
meeting at Reykholt in an attempt to establish
Scandinavian involvement in the project. We
invited the Scandinavian archaeologists Professor
Reidar Bertelsen at Tromsg, Professor Ingvild @ye
at Bergen and Steffen Stummann Hansen, lecturer
at Copenhagen to attend, together with the historian
Professor Knut Helle at Bergen. Also attending
were Helgi borlaksson, Professor of History at the
University of Iceland, Bjarni Gudmundsson,
chairman of the stearing committee for Snorrastofa,
P6r Magnusson, Director of the National Museum,
Hjorleifur Stefansson, head of archaeology at the
National Museum and the authors of this report.
Helgi borlaksson gave an introductory talk on the
history of Reykholtand Gudruan Sveinbjarnardoéttir
gave an account of previous excavations at the site
and the research plan. This was followed by
general discussions about the project. Three
possibilities were identified for the development of
the project. First, that it would stay as an Icelandic
project with participation in the excavation by
Norwegian and Danish students, supervised by
their teachers and supported by a grant from their
respective universities. This would be part of the
practical experience for their studies. Second, that
the project be expanded and developed in such a
way that it would become interesting for all the
Scandinavian countries. Third, that the project
would become a mixture of the above. There was
agreement on the importance of bringing out more
clearly the special status of the project and stressing
the cultural importance Reykholt has for the whole

2 Smith 1995.
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of Scandinavia. Those present also stressed the
importance of making ita multidisciplinary project.
Following on from this preliminary meeting we
plan to hold an interdisciplinary and international
meeting on Reykholt next year, inviting scholars
from various disciplines to encourage interest and
participation in the project. Such a meeting would
be held with involvement from the University of
Iceland and from Snorrastofa. In addition to
archaeologists and historians, geologists,
geographers, geomorphologists, agronomists,
anthropologists, literary critics, philologists, place-
name specialists and ethnologists would be invited
to attend.

Any archaeological investigations at Reykholt will
have to be done in co-operation and consultation
with the local authorities in the Reykholtsdalur
valley and the stearing committee of Snorrastofa.
The involvement of local people will also be sought
where appropriate. After the experience of the
summer it is clear to us that we should increase the
attention given to tourists visiting Reykholt and to
set up an exhibition on the excavation close to the
site.
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Vidauki 1/ Appendix 1
Fundalisti / List of finds

Fundaskré fyrir Reykholt 1998

Skammstafanir fyrir lag: Cc:skurdur Cf:fylling Cl:lag Cs:steinar C x: lausafundur
Fundarntmer Efni Sérheiti Numer lags
FS 1 Steinn Jaspis Sveedi G
FS 2 Steinn Sleggja Sveedi Il
FI 3 Jarn Malmhlutur C I 210
FI 4 Jarn Hengilas C | 210
FH 5 Hrosshar Hrosshar Sveedi Il
FI 6 Jarn Malmhlutur Cc | 218
FI 7 Jarn Malmhlutur cC | 211
FI 8 Jarn Hoffjoour c 1l 211
FC 9 Raudleir brifeett ker? C 1l 222
FB 10 Bein Dyrabein C | 236
FS 11 Steinn Sleggja c I 219
FF 12 Textill Vefnadur C | 236
FS 13 Steinn Sleggja Cc f 221
FS 14 Steinn Sleggja CcC f 221
FC 15 Leir Kritarpipa Cc | 223
FI 16 Jarn Nagli? Cc | 223
FF 17 Textill Vefnadur C | 236
FG 18 Gler ilat C | 236
FF 19 Textill C | 236
FC 20 Leir Kritarpipa C | 225
FS 21 Steinn Sleggja C f 202
FS 22 Steinn Sleggja Cc f 219
FI 23 Jarn Malmhlutur cC | 222
FB 24 Bein Cc f 219
FG 25 (A) Gler Flaska Cc f 219
FG 25 (B) Gler Flaska? Cc f 219
FG 25(C) Gler Ruoda? c f 219
FI 25(D) Jarn Malmhlutur c f 219
FB 26 Bein Dyrabein C c 227
FJ 27 Gler Perla C | 232
FI 28 Jarn Hoffjoour Cc | 223
FS 29 Steinn Sleggja Cc f 219
FI 30 Jarn Hoffjédur Cc | 223
FC 31 Hyvitleir Skal c f 219
FI 32 Jarn Hoffjéour Cc | 223
FS 33 Steinn Sleggja c f 233
FI 34 Jarn Beislismél C x

FC 35 Raudleir Diskur Cc | 233
FS 36 Steinn Sleggja Cc I 223
FF 37 Textill C s 239
FW 38 Jarn, tré Nagli C s 240
FS 39 Steinn Bryni C x
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Fundarntmer Efni Sérheiti Numer lags
FB 40 Bein Dyrabein cC |l 231
Fl 41 Jarn Malmhlutur C | 222
FF 42 Textill Cc | 239
Fl 43 Jarn Malmhlutur C x

FG 44 Gler RU6a? C | 245
FF 45 Textill ull C | 245
FF 46 Textill C | 253
FC 47 Steinleir Kanna C | 253
FF 48 Textill C | 253
FI 49 Jarn Hoffjoour C | 259
Fl 50 Jarn Gjall C c 248
FW 51 Tré C | 247
FF 52 Textill Sveedi V
FW 53 Tré Sveedi V
FL 54 Ledur C | 268
FF 55 Textill C | 268
FF 56 Textill CcC | 272
FI 57 Jarn C | 225
FW 58 Tré C | 225
FF 59 Textill C | 225
FC 60 Raudleir Pottur? c | 273
FB 61 Bein cC | 273
FW 62 Tré c 1 273
FG 63 Gler RU6a? c | 273
FC 64 Steinleir Kanna/FRECHEN cC | 273
Fl 65 Jarn c f 273
FC 66 (A)  Steinleir Kanna/FRECHEN c | 273
FI 67 Jarn cC | 273
FS 68 Steinn Steinvala cC | 273
FG 69 Gler Glas? c | 273
FG 70 Gler Flaska? cC | 273
FI 71 Jarn c | 273
FF 72 Textill c | 273
FI 73 Jarn CcC f 273
FW 74 Tré cC | 273
FF 75 Textill C | 253
Fl 76 Jarn C | 225
FF 77 Textill c | 273
FI 78 Jarn c | 273
FI 79 Jarn cC | 273
FC 80 Raudleir Pottur/prifettur c | 273
FS 81 Steinn Flinta Cc | 273
FI 82 Jarn C | 262
FC 83 Leir Kritarpipa c | 273
FC 84 Raudleir C | 266
FC 85 Raudleir C | 266
FC 86 Gulleir C | 266
FI 87 Jarn C | 268
Fl 88 Jarn Malmhlutur c | 273
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Fundarnimer Efni Sérheiti Numer lags

FC 89 Huvitleir Skal? C | 285

FS 90 Steinn Sleggja C x

FC 91 Faience Diskur Reesi i gangaba
FG 92 Gler RuUda Reesi i gangaba
FS 93 Steinn Hrafntinna C | 266

FF 94 Textill Vefnadur C | 288

Fl 95 Jarn Malmhlutur C | 1/6 RKH88
Fl 96 Jarn Malmhlutur C | 1/6 RKH88
FI 97 Jarn Malmhlutur C | 1/6 RKH88
FF 98 Textill Band C | 1/6 RKH88
FC 99 Raudleir Pottur C | 1/6 RKH88
FG 100 Gler Ruoa? C | 1/6 RKH88
FS 101 Steinn Sleggja Sveeoi |

Fl 102 Jarn Malmhlutur C | 4/5RKH88
FI 103 Jarn Nagli? C | 4/5RKHS88
FF 104 Textill Vefnadur C | 1/6 RKH88
FF 104 Textill Vefnadur C | 4/5RKH88
FC 105 Raudleir Pottur C | 4/5RKH88
Fl 106 Jarn Malmhlutur C | 4/5RKH88
FC 107 Raudleir C | 4/5RKH88
FG 108 Gler Flaska? C | 4/5RKHS88
FF 109 Textill Prjonles C | 4/5RKHS88
FF 110 Textill C | 4/5RKHS88
FC 111 Raudleir Pottur? C | 4/5RKH88
FF 112 Textill Prj6nles C | 4/5RKHS88
FI 113 Kopar Nagli? Sveeoi |

FG 114 Gler RUoda cC1l 8

FC 115 Steinleir Kruas cC 1 214

FC 116 Steinleir Pottur CcC | 314

FF 117 Textill Vefnadur & prjon C | 230

FC 118 Huvitleir Bolli? Skal? cl 9

FS 119 Hraunsteinn Sleggja C | 315

FB 120 Bein Dyrabein C | 315

FS 121 Steinn Brenndur steinn C | 316

FI 122 Jarn Nagli? C 1l 314

FG 123 Gler Flaska? C | 314

Fl 124 Jarn Malmhlutur Cc | 317

FG 125 Gler Flaska? Glas? C | 314

FB 126 Bein Dyrabein Cc | 317

FB 127 Bein Dyrabein Cc | 317

FG 128 Gler Flaska? Cc | 313

FS 129 Steinn Sleggja C s 320

Fl 130 Jarn Malmhlutur Cc | 313

FB 131 Bein Dyrabein cC 1l 10

FC 132 Postulin CcC 1l 10

FG 133 Gler lat CcC 1l 10

FU 134 Ogreinanlegt cC 1 10

FG 135 Gler Glas? c 1 10

FG 136 Gler Glas? c 1 10
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Fundarntmer Efni Sérheiti Numer lags
FI 137 Jarn Malmhlutur Cc | 312
FG 138 Gler Diskur? Cc | 312
FS 139 Steinn Cc | 312
FG 140 Gler l1at? cC 1 10
FS 141 Steinn Steinvala c | 312
FS 143 Steinn Sleggja c | 317
FB 144 Bein Dyrabein c | 312
FB 145 Bein Dyrabein C s 320
FB 146 Bein Dyrabein Cc | 322
FW 147 Tré C ¢ 326
FC 148 Raudleir Pottur C c 326
FF 149 Textill Band? C c 326
FL 150 Textill C c 326
FS 151 Steinn Steinvala c | 317
FF 152 Textill Vefnadur c 1l 12
FS 153 Steinn Hrafntinna C ¢ 327
FF 154 Textill Vefnadur Cc | 303
FS 155 Steinn Kljasteinn Cc | 322
FI 156 Jarn Gjall C x

FS 157 Steinn Sleggja C x

FG 158 (A) Gler Flaska C f 202
FG 158 (B) Gler Flaska? Cc f 202
FI 158 (C) Jarn Gjall? Cc f 202
FC 158 (D) Leir Kritarpipa Cc f 202
F 158 (E) Vinill Hljémplata Cc f 202
FB 158 (F) Bein Dyrabein Cc f 202
FC 158 (G) Steinleir Brusi C f 202
FI 159 Jarn Gjall? C f 204
F 160 Ymislegt C c 224
F 161 Ymislegt Cc f 229
FI 162 (A) Jarn Gjall? C | 225
FW 162 (B) Tré C | 225
FC 162 (C) Steinleir Kanna/FRECHEN C | 225
FI 162 (D) Kopar Malmhlutur C | 225
FI 163 Jarn Malmhlutur C x

FF 164 Textill Vefnadur c | 272
FI 165 Jarn Gjall? C |l 294
FI 166 Jarn Gjall? C | 242
FS 167 Fléguberg Bryni C x

FS 168 Steinn Sleggja C x

FS 169 Steinn Sleggja C x

FB 170 Bein Dyrabein C x

FB 171 (A) Bein Dyrabein Cc | 209
FC 171 (B) Steinleir Krus Cc | 209
FB 172 Bein Dyrabein C x

FC 173 Steinleir Krus C x

FC 25(E) Raudleir Diskur c f 219
FC 25(F) Steinleir Krus Cc f 219
FC 25(G) Gler Medalaglas Cc f 219
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Fundarnimer Efni Sérheiti Numer lags

FB 25(H) Bein Dyrabein Cc f 219

FG 25 (1) Gler Medalaglas Cc f 219

FC 66 (B) Steinleir Kanna/FRECHEN cC | 273

FC 142 Postulin Bolli? cC 1 10

FC 158 (H) Huyvitleir Bolli Cc f 202

FC 158 (I)  Postulin Bolli c f 202

FC 174 (A) Gler Flaska + ruoa Reesi i gangabae
FC 174 (B) Raudleir Reesi i gangabae
FC 175 Ymislegt Svadi V

FG 176 Gler Medalaglas C s 249

36



Vidauki 2 / Appendix 2
Synalisti / List of samples

Numer Tegund Numer lags Sveedi X Y H
SI2 Jardvegssyni CL210

SI3 Jardvegssyni CL210 207,80 130,27 40,86
Sl4 Jardvegssyni CL210

SI5 Jardvegssyni CL210 207,08 130,21 40,92
SS6 Jardvegssyni CL210

ST7 Gjoska CF202

SC8 Vidarkol CC226 213,32 130,44 41,42
SC9 Vidarkol CC226 213,03 129,68 41,38
SI10 Jardvegssyni CC226

Si11 Jardvegssyni CC226

SI12 Jardvegssyni CL233 203,12 126,13 40,72
SS13 Jardvegssyni CL238 214,36 127,81 41,23
SS14 Jardvegssyni CL231 214,24 130,09 41,39
SS15 Jardvegssyni CL243 213,99 131,03 41,39
SC16 Vidarkol CL243 214,11 131,35 41,40
SI117 Jardvegssyni CF254

SA18 Jardvegssyni CL242 208,27 130,13 40,49
SC19 Vidarkol CL252 214,47 129,13 41,21
SI20 Jardvegssyni CL253

SI21 Jardvegssyni CL253

SI22 Jardvegssyni CL253

S123 Jardvegssyni CL253

Si124 Jardvegssyni CL253

ST25 Gjoska CL263

SS26 Jardvegssyni CL253 215,18 127,41 41,15
SI27 Jardvegssyni CF264

S128 Jardvegssyni CL268 206,74 126,29 40,71
SC29 Vidarkol CF204

SW30 Vidur CL272 215,40 127,61 4111
SA31 Jardvegssyni CL271 206,16 125,45 40,76
SI32 Jardvegssyni CL253

SW33 Vidur CL273 207,09 125,86 40,68
SI34 Jardvegssyni CF256

ST35 Gjoska CS258 205,00 130,00

S136 Jardvegssyni CL273 207,11 125,34 40,74
SW37 Vidur CL273

SI38 Jardvegssyni CL247

SI39 Jardvegssyni CL247

S140 Jardvegssyni CL247

S141 Jardvegssyni CL247 213,72 128,68 41,06
SS42 Jardvegssyni CL247

SS43 Jardvegssyni CL247 213,99 127,71 41,08

ST44 Gjoska CL244 214,31 126,86 41,12




Numer Tegund Numer lags Sveedi X Y H
SS45 Jardvegssyni CL247 214,63 129,31 41,18
SW46 Vidur CL273

Sw47 Vidur CL273

SwW48 Viour CL273

S149 Jardvegssyni CL273

S150 Jardvegssyni CL272 v

SW51 Viour CL276 215,47 127,43 40,88
S152 Jardvegssyni CF256 B

SW53 Vidur CL272

SC54 Vidarkol CF256 B

SU55 Jardvegssyni CF280

SW56 Vidur CF280 198,89 126,34 38,44
SI57 Jardvegssyni CF280

SW58 Vidur CL273 206,72 125,60 40,63
SW59 Vidur CF283

SC60 Vidarkol CL273 206,88 126,76 40,58
SC61 Vidarkol C1/6RKH 88 207,12 124,97

SC62 Vidarkol CL293 v

SC63 Vidarkol CL288 v

SC64 Vidarkol C1/6RKH 88

SI65 Jardvegssyni CL287 \Y} 215,39 128,21 41,06
S166 Jardvegssyni CL287 v

SC67 Vidarkol C1/6RKH 88 206,97 124,50 40,70
ST68 Gjoska CL300 205,43 130,84 40,58
ST69 Gjoska CL300 206,14 131,11 40,58
SC70 Vidarkol C4/5RKH 88 207,17 124,40 40,62
SI71 Jardvegssyni CF296

ST72 Gjéska CL318 214,37 131,51 41,26
SI173 Jardvegssyni CL10

SP74 Jardvegssyni CL10

SI75 Jardvegssyni CL10

SP76 Jardvegssyni CL10

SI77 Jardvegssyni CL10

SP78 Jardvegssyni CL10

SS79 Jardvegssyni CL10 211,79 125,76 41,20
ST80 Gjoska CL312 210,04 133,00 41,06
ST81 Gjoska CL12

SC82 Vidarkol CL12

SC83 Vidarkol CC327 214,15 136,64 40,56
SW84 Vidur CF332 213,98 135,69 40,51
SC85 Vidarkol CL225

SC86 Vidarkol CC326 208,47 136,40 40,29
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Vidauki 3 / Appendix 3
Einingaskipurit/ Harris Matrix

ipréttahis og seinni tima rask

Veggjabrot

* Fylling og hrun i gbngum

e
Ceease
[eEsT

e SER | Hugsanleg golfiog
| erasen;
| orzsl |
[
(e

h Hledsluradir i gdngum og skurdur

Reykholt 1998 - sveedi llI
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Reykholt 1998 - sveedi IV

1) Uppfyllingarldg
2) Eldsteedi (CL248), modskupyttur (CC270) og golflog(CL253, CL272, CL287)
3)

Hledsluréd (CL290)
4) Torf og méoskuldg
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Reykholt 1998 - sveedi V

) Torflag

) Hledslur og golf (CL210) -framhald af Husi 1 i gangabee
) Hledslurod

4) Hledsluradir og tiheyrandi mannvistarlg

1
2
3
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Mynd 4: Y firlitsuppdréttur af byggdaleifum auppgraftarsvagdinu
Fig. 4: Anoveral plan of building remainsin the excavated areas.
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